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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

MR. ACCARDI : Good norning, everyone. W
are on the record here today to receive coments on the
environnental site assessnent, which was prepared
pursuant to the National Environnmental Policy Act for
t he Henpstead Lake State Park project, which is being
funded t hrough the Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent Rebuild
By Design Living Wth the Bay project.

On Cctober 5, the Governor's Ofice of Storm
Recovery published an environnental assessnent docunent
and issued a finding of no significant inpact with
respect to the proposed project. The Governor's Ofice
of Storm Recovery wll be receiving comments on that
docunent and wll be responding to comments received
before 5:00 p.m on Cctober 22, which is next Mnday.

GOSR rule will respond to all comments
received in witing, and those witten coments wll be
posted on GOSR s website at
St or mMRecovery. NY. GOV/ Envi ronnent al - Docs. The
envi ronnent al assessnent, as well as supporting
docunentation, is available for review on GOSR s
website, the sanme website,
St or nRecovery. NY. GOV/ Envi ronnent al - Docs - -

FROM THE FLOOR: Can you repeat that?

MR ACCARDI: It is stornrecovery, one word,
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GOVERNOR S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY
dot NY dot GOV sl ash environmental dash docs, d-o-c-s.

Anyone who signs up to provide an oral

comment today, we will call you up. There are request
cards in the back. Please fill one out, and I wll call
you up. |If you do not wish to nmake an oral comment on

the record today, there are forns in the back that you
may take with you to wite comments. |t provides the
mai | i ng address for you to submt those comments. Any
addi ti onal comrents may be submtted before 5:00 p.m,
Cct ober 22, to NYSCDBG DR _ER@NYSHCR. ORG.

FROM THE FLOOR: Can you repeat that,
pl ease?

MR. ACCARDI: Yes, the e-mail address for
submtting comments via e-mail is
NYSCDBG_DR_ER@NYSHCR. ORG

FROM THE FLOOR: Is that on this form
sonepl ace?

MR. ACCARDI : That form provides the nmailing
address to mail the hard form

FROM THE FLOOR: |'msorry, could you do the
e-mai | address agai n?

MR. ACCARDI: The e-mail address was in the
publ i shed notice. One nore tinme, and we can al so

provide it at the end of the hearing rather than having
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this on the record. W can provide nore details, if you
need, at the end of the hearing. So last time for the
e-mai | address is NYSCDBG DR ER@NYSHCR. ORG

The Henpstead Lake State Park project
proposes to repair dans; to inprove the existing water
managenent infrastructure in the park; restore and
construct wetlands and install floatable catchers and
sedi rent basins to inprove water quality; and to provide
new educational and recreational anenities through
trails and an environnental and resiliency center.

At this time, we are going to start hearing
comments. |If we have anyone fromthe elected official's
office, we'd offer an invite for themto nmake their
coments first. |If not, we'll have the first comenter,
Betty Belford, fromthe South Shore Audubon Society.

M5. BELFORD: Hi, |'malso speaking as a
private resident. | live in West Henpstead, and this is
the only place on the south shore where we can go, and
wal k, and feel like you' re upstate because of the nunber
of trees. This cutting down of trees is ridiculous.
|'"'malso a birder sonetines, and this is a birding
hot spot for endangered species, such as warblers, the
great horned ow and others.

Al so, | have heard that no environment al
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| npact study has been conducted, and you certainly can't

cut down trees and say that is good for the environnent,

t hank you.

MR. ACCARDI: The next comment will be from
Ji m Br own.

MR BROMWN: H, I'mJimBrown. [|I'm
representi ng Sout h Shore Audubon Society. |'mone of
the conservation co-chairs. |'ma fornmer president of

the chapter. W're a chapter of the National Audubon
Society. W represent roughly 1,300 nenbers on Long

| sland, nostly on the south shore of Long Island. And
we have been studying these plans for, you know, a
nunber of years. | renenber initially, we cane out

when, | think, a Dutch group was picked to begin this
and to do certain things along this basin and we cane
out, spoke with them and it was anmazi ng because these
Dut ch peopl e cane out and we were tal king to them about
what m ght be done on this river basin, and a bald eagle
fl ew over and they were amazed. They had never seen one
before. And, indeed, Henpstead Lake was one of the
first places, if not the first, where they have been
seen in Nassau County. So it's a very special spot for
us. And after neeting with those Dutch engi neers, we

were happy to show them a bald eagle; they were really

5
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

amazed.

Now Henpstead Lake State Park is an
I nportant birding area; it's classified such by the
Audubon Soci ety, and many people cone fromall over the
country just to go to Henpstead Lake State Park. [It's
one of the best birding spots on Long Island. As | say,
we have m gratory species com ng through, bald eagl es,
and we have nesting great horned ow s who m ght
potentially be disturbed during these projects.

W' re going to be submtting detail ed
coments later. As | said, we have been working on this
for quite a while. And | just wanted to say certain
t hi ngs, basically, fromthe heart of our chapter.

A few years ago, before this project was
envi sioned, we sort of partnered with Henpstead Lake
State Park with | Love My Park Day. |It's a very speci al
park for us. |It's sort of seen as our patch, where we
go birding. And we have hel ped on cleanups, and it's
al ways been a place that we |ove. So this environnental
assessnent that was rel eased is not enough. There are
certain parts of this project, felling of trees,
wi dening of trails, you know, making a huge visitor
center that we feel can have a severe environnental

I npact on bird and wildlife habitat. So we're asking

Y
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very strongly that you do a conplete environnental
| npact statenent and study, so that we can know how t he
different parts of this project may have an i npact.
Don't rush this. This is very inportant to keep
Henpst ead Lake State Park in a sonewhat pristine, |ovely
state. Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. Next commenter, we
have from Steven Rol ston of the Sierra C ub.

MR. ROLSTON: Thank you. You nentioned the
report was released Cctober 5. | would ask
Governor Cuonp to reconsider -- now that we have had
just last week the United Nations put out an urgent
report that said, "It is tine to rethink the way we
live." A prior governor, Governor Pataki, was very good
about purchasing wild areas across New York State to
save it. | would ask Governor Cuono to rethink the way
he's | ooking at the inpact of such a project that he's
backi ng right now for Henpstead Lake State Park.

Anyone who |ives here in Nassau County knows
t hat Nassau County is overdevel oped. W cannot afford
to lose one nore mature tree. Especially for a
building. Certainly, there is an open | ot nearby where
that building can be erected w thout damagi ng any mature

trees. |It's easy to see for all of us, but now we have
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

been gi ven an urgent warning by an international body

that said, "All the things we hoped were true, that we

can fix this over tine; we don't have tine." So we
don't have -- we can't afford the | oss of any mature
trees.

| would ask again that Governor Cuonp and
his supporter, Todd Kam nsky, who is usually an
envi ronnent al advocate -- |'mdi sappointed to | earn that
he is favoring this project. | would ask respectfully
that he rethink this project in light of the United
Nations Report. Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. Next up, we have
@Quy Jacob fromthe Nassau Hi ki ng and Qut door C ub. Jacob

MR. JACOB: Thank you for the opportunity to
provi de comments on the project. Nassau Hi king and
Qutdoor Club is a 500-nenber organization affiliated
with the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference. CQur
menbers, their friends and famly nenbers, recreate in
Henpst ead Lake and care deeply about its future. W
enj oy hiking, birding, cross country skiing, biking, and
pi cnicking in the park.

The environnental assessnent calls for the -

renoval of about 2,500 trees, a | oss of wetl ands, and

fragnmentation caused by trails.
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY A

It's difficult to understand how such a
substantial |oss of green space supports a
no-significant inpact finding, particularly when open
space is already so inadequate in Nassau County.

The tree renoval that woul d take place al ong
the damis particularly risky and alarm ng. The
elimnation of established trees fromthe damwall could
threaten the structural integrity of Long Island' s only
hi gh- hazard dam

According to a 1981 report by the U S. Arny
Cor ps of Engineers, "Leaving roots to deconpose coul d
conprom se integrity of the dam and lead to
catastrophic floodi ng downriver."

Consequently and ironically, funds intended
to mtigate flooding could actually exacerbate it.

Mor eover, such tree renoval woul d include
heal thy strands of native oak and cherry trees and can
take place in March, when Henpstead Lake State Park is a
prime location for mgratory birds and a breedi ng ground
for great horned ow s. -

I n Henpstead Lake State Park, GOSR
acknow edges noderate to |arge inpacts and construction
where depth of water is less than three feet and

dredgi ng nore than 100 cubic yards, and material from
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

wet | ands or water bodies, and construction within, or
adjoining, a fresh water or tidal wetland in creating
turbidity in a water body, in affecting water quality of
any water bodies within downstreamof the site, in
nodi fi cati on of existing drainage patterns, in changing
water flows that contribute to flooding, and in
repairing dans.

Regardi ng birds, the agency concedes a
noderate to large inpact in substantial interference on
nesting, breeding, foraging habitats for the predom nant
speci es that occupy the project site.

According to Audubon's inportant bird study
-- inportant bird area website, Henpstead Lake is one of
the nost inportant sites on Long Island for winter and
waterfow w th buil dups beginning in |ate August and
peaking in the late fall, early winter.

Federal fl oodplains and wetland |laws require
that practical alternatives be considered in order to
avoi d adverse i npacts.

I n Appendi x M of the Henpstead Lake
Envi ronnmental | npact Assessnent, GOSR considered only a
proposal with significant alterations and a net | oss of
al nost two acres of wetlands and no action alternative.

MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. -
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MR JACOB: To go on -- | wll submt
coments -- but in conclusion, | would say that we
shoul d be considering a net gain of trees, not a net
| oss of trees.

We shoul d be considering the education

center being relocated in another existing building

sonmewhere else in the MI| R ver Watershed rather than
I n Henpst ead Lake State ParKk.
MR ACCARDI: That is your tinme, thank you. |
If you have it witten, | would |like to take it. Thank
you.
The next speaker is Brian Winer of the
Sout h Shore Audubon Soci ety. We
MR WEINER |'mgoing to pass. M
statenent duplicates Guy's statenent.
MR. ACCARDI : Ckay, next would be
Rona Bar uch. Bar
M5. BARUCH Hi, |I'mjust speaking as a
resi dent of Nassau County. | cane here hoping to | earn
nore about the scope of this project. | actually hadn't

heard about it until Facebook. But what struck ne was
the loss of the 2,500 trees, | just wanted to hear nore
about how that could help flood litigation. That just

seens counterintuitive.

iner

uch
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MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. John Kozi anz.
MR, KQOZI ANZ: Hi, good norning. So | found

out about this project last night on -- it was the

Kozis

website for Newsday within Rockville Centre, and just
found out about it. | wanted to hear nore about it. |
was unaware that this was posted in, | guess, the
advi sory in Newsday a couple of weeks ago, or |ast week.
We all, kind of, see that posted all the tine, and it
slipped nme, but to see Newsday pick it up, | was happy
to see that. | just wish that other than these citizens
that are concerned, that our |ocal politicians are here.
| would |ove to here fromny mayor, Mayor Mirray, on
this position with what's going on. D d they review
this project? Ws it brought to the Village's
attention? CQur state representative, M. Kam nsky, and
al so Nassau County.

We're here as citizens. | would really Iike
to see our politicians step up. They work for us. W
pay their salary, also the |ocal governnent. | nean,
we're all taxpayers and all these agencies work for us.
So we al so want to nake sure this project, it goes
t hrough the proper channels, it's not forced down our
throats. Everybody here is concerned about the

environnent; it nmeans very nuch to us. So again, |

ANz
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woul d just |ike to know where our | ocal politicians
stand on this project and if we maybe can Newsl1l2 to get
their input to see where they stand, because | don't
know at this point. Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI: Next commenter is Pat Atkin.

M5. ATKIN. Good norning, ny nane is
Pat Atkin. [|'mhere representing the Queens' County
Bird Club. | don't really have |ong, prepared renarks,
but | do want to echo the concerns for the bird
popul ations that utilize Henpstead Lake State Park.

It is a significant stop for mgratory birds
during the spring season. And |oss of that habitat
woul d have a difficult inpact on many of these birds.
Many of which are already endangered and struggling.

The other issue that | want to draw
attention to, is the renoval of such a vast anount of
trees. | would Iike to know if there has been a tree
survey done. Are you renoving invasive species? Are
you | ooking for the quality of the trees? Are you going
to be considering any kind of significant long --
old-growth forests -- | think that is an inportant thing
to assess when you're doing this renoval. | do
recogni ze that you need to address coastal resiliency

| ssues, and there is a corridor plan for the MII| River

13
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

wat ershed; it is inportant to protect our water quality,
and to assess the strength of the dam because cost al
resiliency is, of course, a significant issue. But, |
don't think that that should be the overriding issue
her e.
Everything el se should be consi dered, the
| npacts on the birds, and the health of the trees, and
the overall health of the environnent. So | thank you.
MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. Janes Caracci ol o.

MR. CARACCIOLO M nane is Janes Caracd

Caracci ol o, 750 GQuy Lonbardo Avenue, Freeport, New York.
I"'ma | SA-certified arbori st and public advocate for the
protection of live, healthy trees. M question to the
State and the governor is, what he is going to do to
replace the | oss of tree canopy where we live here in
Nassau County. We are suburbia. Suburbia was
established after Wrld War Il by WIlliam Levitt. He
took the potato fields that we had in Levittown and he
created suburbia. The definition of suburbia was the
planting of the trees. He was the first one to
establish planting of trees in devel opnent -- devel oped
areas. He was very nuch an advocate for preservation of
trees. And he even went back to the tree plantings to

make sure that they were all alive.

iolo
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So | would like to know what the State has T
in store. Do they have noney set aside for the
repl acenent of every tree that they renove? | don't
know if the State has an ordinance in reference to what
the value of a live, healthy tree is in reference to
renmoving it and to replacing it, but | know that the New
York City Parks Departnent has in their tree ordi nance a
repl acenent fornula that calls for every inch of the 2
di aneter at breast height for a tree, every inch of one
tree be repl aced.

So in reference to the volune of trees that
you are renoving, and in reference to the disturbing of
the habitat of the area, | would Iike to know what
noneys are being allocated, put aside, to replace the
tree canopy that the State is renoving in this project. 1
Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI: Do we have anyone el se that
woul d i ke to nmake a comment? You can cone right up.

M5. DELPRETE: M nane is Joanne Del prete; Delprete
|"'mhere as a citizen, part of South Shore Audubon,
Nassau Hiking Club. | think listening to everyone |

think -- since we're all Anericans, and we operate under

denocratic governnent, it's obvious that this needs to -

be del ayed. W need a full inpact study. 2,500-plus 1

Y
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY
trees is an astronom cal anount just to elimnate.
There is other issues about this education center in the
m ddl e, you know, |osing alnost two acres to build this,
when we can use -- refurbish an existing building. And
al so, there is talk about making that an energency
response center in between. And also, a kayak | aunch
for handi capped people. This is not -- you know, this
noney, | think it's just a grab, and | think it needs to
be del ayed, and | think we need a full environnental
| npact, and the |ocal governnent here needs to be on
board with this, and also our elected politicians.
Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. Is there anyone
el se who would Ii ke to nake additional coments on the
record?

So nowit's ten to 12:00. We'Il cone off
the record for a while until soneone else would like to
make a comment or if soneone new cones. Thank you.

(Of the record.)

MR. ACCARDI: The tine is now 1:00 p. m
There are no additional guests here or comments at this
time, and this concludes the hearing.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was concl uded at

1:01 p.m)

N
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CERTI FI CATE

I, JACQUELI NE HAYES, a Notary Public wthin and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

THAT such deposition is a true record of the
testinony given by such w tnesses.

| further certify that | amnot related to any of
the parties to this action by blood or marriage; and
that | amin no way interested in the outcone of this
matter.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 17th of Cctober, 2018.

(\\5%CQUELINE HAYES
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

56 Eldert Street
Lynbr ook, New York 11563

Cct ober 17, 2018
6:50 p.m

APPEARANCES

Governor's O fice of Storm Recovery
25 Beaver Street, 5th Floor

New Yor k, New York 10004

BY: Matthew Accardi,

Moni tori ng and Conpliance Oficer

Jacquel i ne Hayes, Hearing Reporter
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

MR. ACCARDI : Good evening. M nane is
Matt Accardi; and | am assi stant general counsel and
certifying environnental officer for the New York State
Governor's O fice of Storm Recovery, which is
abbreviated as GOSR, GO S-R Thank you for attending
this evening' s public hearing.

The purpose of today's hearing is to receive
public comments on the Henpstead Lake State Park project
proposed in the Town of Henpstead, New York, wth
respect to the foll ow ng requirenents:

First, public coments will be received on
an environnental assessnent of the project that has been
publ i shed pursuant to the National Environnental Policy
Act abbreviated as NEPA, N-E-P-A

Second, comments will be received pursuant
to 24 CFR Part 55, which seeks public feedback when
proj ects funded by the U S. Departnent of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent are located in or adjacent to
wet | ands.

GOSR wi Il not respond to any comrents or
guestions on the project during tonight's hearing.
Comrents will be considered in the preparation of the
envi ronnment al assessnent.

Prior to opening tonight's public coments,
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY
Il wll nmake a brief presentation on the environnental
review process and 24 CFR Part 55. | will then provide
a brief overview of the project and set forth tonight's
ground rules. | will now discuss the process.

The State of New York has conpl eted and nade
avai l able for public review and comment an envi ronnent al
assessnent that describes the Henpstead Lake State Park
project, the project's purpose and need, the existing
environnental conditions in and around the park, and
anal yzes potential inpacts associated with the proposed
proj ect.

The State of New York is the grantee of
communi ty devel opnent, Bl ock Gant Di saster Recovery
Funds, appropriated by the D saster Relief
Appropriations Act of 2013, Public Law 113-2.

Funds related to disaster relief, long-term
recovery restoration of infrastructure and housing, and
econom c revitalization in the nost inpacted and
di stressed areas resulting froma major disaster
decl ared pursuant to the Stafford D saster Relief and
Ener gency Assi stance Act of 1974.

GOSR i npl enents the State's obligations
under NEPA t hrough newly authorized certifying

envi ronnental officers.

EXCEL REPORTI NG, | NC.
516-596-1109 * www. excel courtreporters.com



http://www.excelcourtreporters.com

© 00 N oo 0o b~ W N PP

N D D D NMNMNDN PP P P PP PR
a A~ WO N P O ©O 0 N O O b W N —» O

Page 4
GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

GAOSR is an office wwthin the New York State
Honmes and Community Renewal's Housing Trust Fund
Corporation, which is a public benefit corporation.

After the close of the public coment
period, which is Minday, Cctober 22, GOSR will review
all comments and provide witten responses to all
comments -- which will be published on GOSR s website.
GOSR wi Il then submt to HUD, a request for rel ease of
funds for the proposed project at Henpstead Lake State
Par k.

Pursuant to 24 CFR Part 55, GOSR is
providing notice that it is conducting an eval uati on of
t he proposed project as required by Executive O der
11990, Protection of Wetlands. There are three primry
purposes of this hearing related to 24 CFR Part 55.

First, to provide the public an opportunity
to express their concerns and share information about
t he proposed activities located in the wetl ands.

Second, adequate public notice is an
| nportant public educational tool.

Third, as a matter of fairness, when the
governnment determnes it wll participate in actions
taking place in wetlands, it nust informthose who may

be put at a greater or continued risk.
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY

In total, the work associated with the
proposed project would renove 2.8 centineters of
wet | ands and open water, and create 1.15 acres of
wet | ands and open water from existing opens for a net
| oss of 1.72 acres.

The environnental assessnent for the
Henpst ead Lake State Park project is available on GOSR s
website at WAW St or mRecovery. NY. GOV/ Envi ronnent al - Docs.

GOSR proposes to provide 35 mllion dollars
i n CDBGDR funding to inplenent the Henpstead Lake State
Park project. The proposed activity would occur on
public | ands managed by the New York State O fice of
Par ks, Recreation and Hi storic Preservation. The
proposed activity consists of four conponents as
fol |l ows:

The dans, gatehouses, and bridges conponent
woul d restore the operation of the dans and associ at ed
water flow control infrastructure within the park to
| nprove storm water managenent, including dam
| nprovenents, to neet current regul atory standards,
gat ehouse repairs, and the installation of pedestrian
bri dges over the park water basin.

The northeast and nort hwest ponds conponent

woul d i nvolve the installation of a floatable catchers
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GOVERNOR' S OFFI CE OF STORM RECOVERY
and sedi nent basins at pond inlets, as well as creation
of stormwater filtering wetlands and draining the ponds
to renove debris. It wll inprove water quality and
| ncrease i npoundnent capacity.

The education center and resiliency center
conponent woul d conprise construction of a new
two-story, approxi mately, 8, 000-square-foot building
west of Lakeside Drive.

The focus of the education and resiliency
center would be on environnental stewardship and clinmate
change adaptation resiliency. The greenways, gateways,
and waterfront access conponent woul d conprise of
expansi on and i nprovenent to the existing path system
within the park, including connection points to the
surroundi ng nei ghborhoods as well as installation of
observation areas, piers, kayak | aunches al ong Henpstead
Lake.

Conbi ned, these conponents woul d address the
project's purpose and need, which is to inprove storm
wat er managenent, enhance natural ecosystens, provide
connectivity anongst diverse popul ati ons, enhance
safety, and pronote education prograns at the park.

W will now open the floor for public

comment. A speaker nust sign in at the back table. W
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wi Il call speakers up. Each speaker will have three
m nutes. After providing your conment, you nust return
to the audience. Again, GOSR wll not respond to any of
the coments or questions on the project during
tonight's hearing. GOSR will review all comments and
provide witten responses to all comments wthin the
published -- and it will be published on GOSR s website
prior to submtting the request for release of funds to
HUD. Additional comrents can be submitted in witing to
GOSR at Governor's O fice of Storm Recovery, 25 Beaver
Street, 5th Floor, New York, New York 10004, or by
e-mai |l at NYSCDEG DR ER@GNYSHCR. ORG. Al witten
coments received before 5:00 p.m on Mnday, October 22
wi || be consi dered.
So the first cooment will be from
Joe For gi one. Forgione
MR. FORG ONE: (Good evening, ny nane is
Joe Forgione; I'ma co-chair of the Gtizens Advisory
Commttee. The CAC was fornmed when this award cane
about to advice the Governor's O fice of Storm Recovery
on how the public feels about different projects.
Unfortunately, the particular project that
we're commenti ng on today, we have kind of been out of

the | oop on.
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As a commttee, we have had various neetings
over the years, but as this plan has gone from about
60- percent desi gn phase to 100-percent design phase, we
haven't had very many neetings. W haven't had nuch of
an opportunity to coment, although we have tried. The
rest of the project is at | ess than 20-percent design
phase. So for a project that is worth $125 mllion and
spans such a great area, we are surprised to have been
cut out on the planning for this project.

The Henpstead Lake project happened to be
approved and pl anned before we were even forned as a
commttee. It accounts for about one third of the total
awards, which is a | ot of noney.

|, personally, ama resident of East
Rockaway, and ny house was damaged in the storm so
representing nmy community and a group on Facebook call ed
"The 11518," 1'd just like to say that we are constantly
advocating for nore noney that directly affects storm
wat er managenent and tidal inundation.

So projects in the park that involve things
| i ke the environnental center, pedestrian pathways, and
things of that nature, we're a little bit nore hesitant
about, and we would |ike as nmuch information as

possi bl e.
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Two weeks ago, we | earned about this
envi ronnent al assessnent, and the commttee imedi ately
went back and di scussed what we had originally asked for
was -- which was an environnental inpact study. That is
a nore in-depth study, and that is sonething we would
still like to see. W started a survey, and we have, in
t he past week, received about 244 signatures on that
survey, and that's approximtely one for every ten trees
that are planned to be renoved.

Qur bi ggest concern has been the cunul ative
benefit of the work that has been going on in the park.
As | nmentioned, this isn't going to do nuch for storm
wat er managenent. W are concerned that damw || not
help with any storage capacity, or any surge water. And
while it may be in need of repair, the way in which it
will be repaired worries us. Damsafety and integrity
I's sonething that ny other co-chair wll discuss with
you. But we have a wide array of people on our CAC,
fromenvironnental people to comunity people, who have
addressed these concerns, and we would |like a response.

W are interested in designs that are
prototypical and catalytic, which is what the original
W nni ng rebuil d- by-design award stressed, and we don't

feel that sone of this is. [1'll stop right there and
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"Il leave it to Dave to talk a little bit nore in
depth. Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI: The next speaker is
Davi d Stern. Stern

MR. STERN: Good evening. |'mDavid Stern;
"' m co-chairman with Joe on the Living Wth the Bay
Community Advisory Committee. |'m an associate
prof essor at Nassau Community College. Prior to
becom ng an academc, | spent nmany years as a senior
environnental scientist wth the New York Gty
Depart nent of Environnental Protection within -- focused
within the upstate water supply. | hold a doctorate in
civil engineering wwth a concentration in water
resources engineering. M dissertation involved
devel opi ng and testing new nmat hemati cal nodel s t hat
descri bes how water flows through wetl ands.

First, | would like to raise simlar
obj ections that Joe has raised. This environnental
revi ew process has been rushed; that GOSR prom sed the
CAC that there would be additional neetings to discuss
this project before it reached its final stage.

Evi dence that it's been rushed is the use of
the mnimal tinme requirenents of this process right

here. And basically, this rush has resulted in
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conclusions that are not based on verifiable data that
can be independently revi ewed.

The environnmental review al so represents a
segnentation of the overall Living with the Bay project.
This is very evident at the truncation of the hydrol ogy
and hydraulic assessnent report, which ends at Sunrise
Hi ghway, to exclude tidal-influenced portion of MII
Ri ver. The exclusion of this portion, ironically, is
al so the portion nost vulnerable to flooding, as
denonstrated by Superstorm Sandy.

The negative declaration determnation is
arbitrary, since it is based on a sketchy foundation.
Dam safety, many of the purported environnental benefits
of this proposal are clained to be based on the
hydr ol ogy and hydraulic assessnent report.

This report is highly questionable. A
comon concept in water resource nodeling -- and
nodeling in general -- is garbage in, garbage out.

The nodeling presented in the hydrol ogy and
hydraul i c assessnent report is a perfect exanple of this
concept of garbage in, garbage out.

The only real hydraulic data avail able for
the entire MI|l R ver is a |long-closed nonitoring

station at Pine Creek. The hydrol ogy and hydraulic

Y
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nodel i ng was poorly calibrated with over 30 percent
error -- this is in their report -- and the nodel was
never verified -- nodels need to be verified in order to
be used -- due to the lack of real hydraulic data.
Since the environnmental assessnent is so heavily based
on this assessnent, the final environnmental review
action should be postponed until appropriate data can be
col l ected and an adequate assessnent can be conpl et ed.
This project also alienates parkland. The
northern pines are basically being converted into an
I ndustrial facility, and no |onger being used as
parkland. This is a rare, freshwater nudflat area, and
the GOSR needs to get federal approval since this is
bei ng a conversion of parkl and.
Unfortunately, |I'mbeing cut off. Thank
you.
MR. ACCARDI : The next speaker is
Davi d Denenber g. Denenberg
MR. DENENBERG  Good evening, ny nane is
Dave Denenberg; |'ma co-director of Long |Island O ean,
Air, Water, and Soil. W are a not-for-profit
organi zation that is dedicated to the protection of Long
I sl and's water resources, as well as clean water, soil,

and air. The cause advocates constantly for sustainable
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and environnental |y sound neasures to mtigate the
effects of future storns.

Personally, |I'ma chem cal engineer, and |
have been an engi neer for alnost 30 years. | have al so
worked in the fields of environnental law, and | was a
litigator and chairman or ranki ng nenber of the
Nassau County Legi sl atores Pl anni ng, Devel opnent and
Environnment Commttee for 15 years.

Bei ng there when the CACs were first forned
and the different groups were fornmed and personally
attendi ng every single one of the neetings that were in
Freeport, Merrick, Bellnore, Wantagh, Seaford, and as
wel | as sone the Rockaway's and concerns over -- okay,
"Il speak fast then -- concerns over sustainability, it
seens like we lost all of the participation, we |lost all
of the community feedback, and it still took a |ong
time, but it still seens rushed. So repairing,
strengt heni ng, Henpstead Lake dam may -- nmy protect
resi dents, hones, and businesses from fl oodi ng due to
I ncreasi ng occurrences of extrene weat her.

What we're concerned about, the Living with
the Bays project, fromseveral standpoints, not |east of
which is renoving 2,500 trees. | nean, mature trees,

the benefit to the environnent is so clear, whether it's

Y
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renmovi ng nitrogen and nutrients fromthe soil before it
could get into the groundwater or |eaks through the
groundwater to the bays to the aquifer. | don't see any
consideration for the |loss of those trees, whether it's
for stormmtigation, or particularly, for aquifer, bay,
and groundwat er protection.

So et ne close that, before a project of
this magnitude is undertaken, one would think that a
full environnmental inpact study woul d have been
conducted. Such study should investigate how renovi ng
mature trees fromthe wall of a 100-plus-year-old dam
will not only affect the structural integrity of that
dam but what would the effect be on the birds, fish,
wildlife, the |local ecology, and nost of all, the very
groundwat er and waterways that we're trying to protect,
live with, and protect ourselves fromfuture storns?
But by the sane token, we know that our water resources
s not only the water we drink, but it's our | ocal
commerce. W are Long Island, and this is too fast, and
|"'m sure you're very happy -- let ne close. | think --
| got your stop, okay. Stop for a second. You have an
enpty audi ence. |f people go over by one or two
m nutes, the only thing that will happen is that you'l

have to work full for whatever you're getting paid
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for -- so how about |listening to people. |'msorry for
getting aggravated, but you're show ng ne that sign.
What's going to happen if | go 30 seconds over? | bet
everyone sitting here and standing in the back who works
for the governor and State are happy that the attendance
isn't as good as it should be, but we should get the
word out because you don't want to.

Ckay, so the bottomline is, | don't
under stand how this environnental assessnent occurred.
| don't see how renoving 2,500 trees from Henpstead Lake
Park is environnmentally sound, and the bottomline is,
that the effect or any protection from storm surges or
fromclimte change seens to be nore than negated by a
| ack of true assessnent of this project. This needs a
full environnental inpact and full, full reach out to
the community, because this room should be packed.
Thank you.
MR. ACCARDI : The next speaker is Joseph
Landesberg. Landesbe

MR. LANDESBERG |' m Joseph Landesberg. [|I'm
just a nmenber of the Citizen's Advisory Conmttee and a
person who lives in Rockville Centre and who uses
Henpst ead Lake State Park quite frequently.

| joined the CAC because | thought it was
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useful, in terns of what was originally proposed, and
t hat was abatenent of another Sandy disaster. | think
that the project that is going on in Henpstead Lake
State Park is far renoved fromthat, and | think it's
all w ndow dressing, as far as the GOSR i s concerned.

One, where does putting kayak access save
from anot her Sandy? Were does inproving the pathways
save from anot her Sandy? Were does building a

three-and-a-half-mllion-dollar building save from

anot her Sandy? | don't see where that expenditure has
been warranted. The parks may need it. | use the
parks, | can see the advantage of that, but | think that

noney, which was intended initially, has sonehow been
lost in terns of concept, and in terns of use. Thank
you.

MR. ACCARDI: Unfortunately, that is
everyone who signed up for speaking, so we're going to
cone off the record for a few mnutes, and we'l| assess
I f additional people cone, or if those who have already
spoken would |i ke to make additional comments. Thanks.

(Wher eupon, an off-the-record di scussi on was
hel d.)

MR. ACCARDI: It's 7:25, we're going to go

back on the record.
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We have three nore speakers. The first is
Art Mattson. Thank you. Mattson

MR. MATTSON. | amthe village historian for
the Village of Lynbrook, and I'm also a nenber of the
CAC. | think one of the frustrations that |1've had wth
the CAC and as a resident and other residents have had,
Is that a lot of the order of events here has been
backwar ds.

When | first joined the advisory commttee
on this project, | thought we would focus on the people
nost affected, East Rockaway, |sland Park, et. cetera,

t he downstream end where the storm nost affected. And

yet, we -- what was put on the table was a project --
there is alot | |ike about the Henpstead Lake State
project, I'll tell you. I'min that park every weekend,
just about. There's alot I like, but I'mjust puzzled

why that becane the first thing that was slanmmed on the
table, and we're told that this is the first and it's
already virtually approved and that we're going to go
wth this. So | have a |lot of synpathy with those that
are saying the environnent studies should continue and
be expanded for this greater |evel, because maybe that
woul d get things back in the order that they should have

been in the first case.
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"' m al so struck by the |ack of connectivity
bet ween the various projects. |'ve been an advocate for
atrail that is kind of a greenway, blueway that would
go fromthe East Rockaway boat basin all at way up to
Henpst ead Lake and perhaps further north. This project
doesn't even connect to anything like that. There's no
| i nkage that | have seen, and maybe you can tell ne
about it, that wll show how it would connect to any
kind of a trail that would connect to -- let's say the
fish | adder that is going to be at Smth Pond and where
hi storical signs would be.

The MII River is literally Long Island's
nost historic river. There are nore things that have
happened on that river than any other river on the
I sland. Just amazi ng, amazing things -- including as

many as six or seven mlls. That is why it's got the

nane "MII|l River." But this project doesn't connect
with that, | don't think, in any particul ar way.

So that is really all | have to say. Thank
you. Kemnitzer

MR. ACCARDI : Next, we have Joan Kemnitzer.
M5. KEMNI TZER: Hell o, everybody. If | -
hadn't read Newsday today, | wouldn't have even known

about this neeting. So there is sonething |acking
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there, the information going out to the public.

I Iive in Wantagh. | noved there because it
had trees. W have lost a |lot of trees in Wantagh in
t he past 30 years, for various reasons. So |I'ma tree
person. But hearing everything tonight, | feel a
project of this magnitude definitely needs a full
envi ronnental inpact statenent. Wat is the rush? |
know there'll be another stormcom ng, but we need to do
this in a scientific, proper way.

| agree with all the speakers so far. They
all made inportant points. They're professionals,
they're environnental ists, they're scientists, they're
engi neers. They know what is going on.

So 2,555 trees would i npact trenendously the
wildlife that is in the park. Mich of which is on the
endangered species |list, including 27 species of birds
-- long-eared bats and bald eagles. Bald eagl es have
made a coneback on Long |sland, and so now we want to
take away part of their environnment. It doesn't make
sense.

' mwondering why the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, when they studied this project, spoke agai nst
the tree renoval. That's not expl ai ned.

Trees absorb water, they fight pollution,

=cont
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they're 50,000 years old, and they are worthy of
protection. Thank you.

MR. ACCARDI: Next up is David Stern.

MR. STERN: | guess the one part | didn't

Stern

get to when | cane up before was, was the inadequate
evaluation of all alternatives and mtigation neasures
that would be provided with a full environnental i npact
statenent. And, | guess, the best exanple of this is

I nstead of destroying a rare, natural wetland, a fresh
wat er nudfl ap, which is acknow edged by the State of
being extrenely rare, and this is the nost natural part
of the entire Henpstead Lake Park -- is the northern
part of it, instead of destroying that, and again, a
constructed wetland is an industrial facility. It is
not a wetland -- it's not a natural wetland. You're not
repl aci ng one for one. You're replacing a natural
systemw th a manmade system -- and ny doctorate is in
that area. So I'mvery famliar with it. There is
going to be fill put in. There is going to be ripwap
put in. It's an industrial facility. This is why I
think this is an alienation of parkland and requires a
federal approval, since the park has gotten federal
dollars fromthe water and land -- [and and water

conservation -- The Federal Land Conservati on Fund.
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But an alternative, you don't have to do
this. You can go upstream Right next to Henpstead
Hi gh School, where there is another section, because
this project was -- also is violating state | aw by
segnenting out of the entire project. The nore northern
section, there is a proposal -- part of the Living wth
the Bay proposal -- to basically reinforce the stream by
Henpstead Hi gh School. So instead of doing that,
construct the wetlands there. There would be a synergy
with the high school students, they could nonitor it.
They coul d, maybe, provide sone of the cl eanups.

One the big questions | have is, the reason
why the damis filled with trees is because the park
systemdid not naintain that system when they acquired
it fromthe New York Gty Water Supply. So ny question
I's, where is the funding comng fron? The park is going
to do all this extra maintenance now. So it's quite
clear -- unless Governor Cuonp is planning to increase
the budget of this state park -- the maintenance wl |
not be done. W're going to see the sane thing happen
in the next 50 years. So | really question howthis is
going to pan out in the long term And there are
alternatives, and that was not discussed in any of the

docunments. That is the problemw th doing a NEPA Act,
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you don't get to really explore the mtigation neasures.

Thank you. Forgione
MR. ACCARDI : Joe Forgi one.
MR FORG ONE: | just wanted to address two
additional things. One that David -- in all the stuff

he needed to di scuss, mght be forgetting -- the CAC has
recei ved responses by e-mail, and the newspapers have
reported on responses from GOSR for the reason for
renoving trees fromthe dam

Trees aren't allowed to be on a dam because
they could ruin the integrity of the dam And that is a
mai nt enance issue. | think their response is a little
bit of a m squote of old |l anguage. The Arny Corps of
Engi neers also feels, as David has expressed, that
renmoving mature trees froma damcould actually cause
nore harm And that is a serious issue that we think
needs to be addressed.

So instead of repeating | anguage about how
dans cannot have trees on them and that they need to be
mai nt ai ned and cl eared of those things, we should al so
take a |l ook at Arny Corps studies that say not to renove
those trees. So that is an on-the-record thing that | -
woul d |i ke to add.

And then an off-the-record thing that | just
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didn't get to in ny speech, the CAC has struggled, we
are a group of 20 people, to conme to a consensus as
everyone could imagine. W all cone fromdifferent

wal ks of life. W all live in different parts of the
river. And that's kind of been held against us, | feel,
by the governor's office. And it's been pointed out in
articles and in e-mail responses, and we have even had
menbers resign over it. It is not inportant that we
cone to a consensus on anything, but it is inportant
that we be a part of the process, and that is sonething
that we have been fighting for fromday one. And we're
worri ed because of what has happened with this plan
reachi ng 100- percent-desi gn phase, that is it's going to
happen with the rest of the project. Thanks.

MR. ACCARDI : Does anybody el se have a
coment that they would like to nake on the record right
now?

We'll go off the record for like ten m nutes
and check to see if anyone el se has anything el se they
would i ke to say. It's 7:34, so we'll go back on at
7:45.

(Wher eupon, an off-the-record di scussion was

held at this tine.)

MR. ACCARDI: W're going to cone back on
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the record. So the tine is 7:47, we have one commenter

signed up. So we're going to hear that coment. |If

anyone else, in the neantinme, would Iike to make a

coment, please sign the request card in the back. The

next comrenter is Adriana Capella [phonetic]. Thank

you. Capella
M5. CAPELLA: Hi, nane is Adi. | just found

out about all of this yesterday, so I'mstruggling to

gather nmy facts. |'mnot here as part of any
organi zation. | live in East Rockaway, so | cane to
listen.

| have a background in wldlife and
envi ronmental science, and | have worked for the | ast
three years doing a reforestation project on Long
Island, and | also help to wite a grant for stormsurge
areas that would add trees to places that are high storm
surge because of the water intake, and all the other
envi ronnental benefits that cone fromthat. | also
work, currently, on a project to help northern
| ong-eared bats, which | know you nentioned when you
spoke is a threatened species that does do well in
hi ghly forested areas.

I, in sitting here, saw that the -- or

heard -- that the -- one of the goals of the project was
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to preserve wetlands, but | think if | got the nunbers
correctly, 1.72 acres of wetland will be lost at the
conpletion of this project, so I'mnot really sure where
the actual wetland protection is if we're |osing
wet | ands.

The other thing too is, any tine you're
doing any sort of environnmental work, the responsible
thing to do is do an environnent inpact study, because
It does help to have transparency between the
organi zati on doing the work and the people who are the
constituents of the places that you are working in.

So I"'mjust really working on getting nore
I nformati on about this. | would being be happy to talk

to anyone who spoke this evening, and perhaps get nore

involved in this. So that's all | have to say. Thank
you.

MR. ACCARDI: |s there anyone el se that
woul d like to nmake a comment? |f not, we'll conme off
record for a few mnutes and we'll recheck with the

cromd to see if there are any nore comments. So it's
ten to 8:00, and we'll cone off the record. Thanks.
(Wher eupon, an off-the-record di scussion was
hel d.)
MR. ACCARDI: It's 8:00. W're going to
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cone back on the record to check if anyone el se would
like to make a comment on the record. | don't have any
new request cards, but if anyone would Iike to make a
coment now, it's 8:00, but otherwise, we will go off
the record until a new participant arrives or sonmeone
el se wants to make a comment.

It's now 8:01, and we'll cone off the
record.

(Wher eupon, an off-the-record di scussi on was
hel d.)

MR. ACCARDI: It's 8:05 and we have a person
that would like to make a comment on the record. CQur
next comrenter is John Boyl e. Boyle

MR. BOYLE: Thank you very nuch for this
opportunity and for your being here because there are a
| ot of people who aren't here right now, and you're not
one of them so that is good.

And -- actually, | know very little of this.
| just heard about this this afternoon on the Channel 12
news, and it was one of those rare nonents where the
reporter on Channel 12 news seened as concerned as the
person she was reporting about the issue. So she
inspired ne to be here right now And | had a vision of

driving down Peninsul a Boul evard, towards Garden Cty
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fromRockville Centre, and | saw that park there. And |
t hought -- |'ve always thought of that park as an oasis
-- a visual oasis of the spirit. Wen | go by it, |
just kind of thrive on the nonentary tine, out-of-mnd
experience that I, as a driver, have in that stretch.
And we all kind of know that stretch. Al of a sudden,
the city roads, or the lighted -- the roads with lights
and stop signs, all of the sudden becones open hi ghway
for a few nonents, and it's wonderful. And you can get
up to 50 or 60 mles an hour. And you | ook over at that
park, and, by golly and it is just so beautiful to have
t hat experi ence.

And right now, I'"mrecalling years ago,
t here was sonebody who cane into Garden City, and |
happened to be there, and | just got into a conversation
with them and they were from Russia. Maybe they were a
spy, | don't know. This was you ten or 15 years ago,
and | brought themto that park, and | had never been to
that park -- except for when | was passing by on the
road -- on the highway, as | was just tal king about. |
showed her that park, and | said, "This place is
| ovely.” And | always been afraid of the park because
-- | don't know. You know, | didn't know how safe the

park was and, you know, it's -- there is -- you know
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Garden City is rich and Henpstead is not so rich, and
all that kind of stuff. But the park itself, you
know -- and | showed it off to this woman from Russi a.
And she's probably back in Russia right now, and she has
sone pictures of it and everything. And this was her
experience of Long Island. This was sonething | was
proud to show off to her.

And what happened -- | want to tie this in
w th what happened the other day. |In Garden City, there
Is a place called St. Paul's, 48 acres, and you all know
it. It's a place that is very active with soccer
activity. People cone there to play soccer fromall
over the place. And there were these two |ovely,
beautiful trees. They were pine trees, and | happen to
| ove pine trees, and they were just along the periphery
of it. And you could go and wal k around the outside of
this park, and you could | ook over and see St. Paul's,
and there was just this feeling, an absolutely beautiful
feeling. And | was there the other day about a week and
a half ago, and the trees were gone. And so these 80-
or 100-year-old growths, beautiful things -- it would
take hundreds of years to replace these things that are
gone.

So | understand the need for dans and this
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kind of thing and how flooding is an i ssue now nore so
than ever, but | just -- | plead with whonever it is
just to abbreviate the work to what is absolutely
necessary. To do whatever they're going to do and just
| eave as nmany of these trees, or |eave the whole 2,500
there. So thank you very nuch.

MR. ACCARDI : Thank you. Do we have any
other coments at this tinme? It is 8:10, we'll conme off
the record for now, thanks.

(Wher eupon, an off-the-record di scussi on was
hel d.)

MR. ACCARDI: Okay the tine is 8:22. Wuld

anyone else like to make a final coment on the record?

I f not, then we'll cone to a cl ose.
So this will conclude the public hearing.
The time is 8:23, and we'l|l cone off the record. Thank

you all for attending.
(Wher eupon, the hearing concluded at
8:23 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, JACQUELI NE HAYES, a Notary Public wthin and
for the State of New York, do hereby certify:

THAT such deposition is a true record of the
testinony given by such w tnesses.

| further certify that | amnot related to any of
the parties to this action by blood or marriage; and
that | amin no way interested in the outcone of this
mat t er.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand

this 17th of October, 2018.
A\m
}AGEUELINE HAYES
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Abriado-Fandino

COMMENT FORM
Hempstead Lake State Park

Public Hearing on the
Environmental Assessment

October 17, 2018

Please use this comment form to let us know your thoughts.
These comments will become part of the official record.
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Please |leave this form with us today or submit any time during the comment period, which ends on
October 22, 2018, to the contact noted below:

Matt Accardi
Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment

Assistant General Counsel

New York State Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
25 Beaver Street, 5" Floor

New York, NY 10004

Additional comments may be recorded on the back of this page (or you may attach additional materials).
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10/31/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Removal of 2,500 trees in Hempstead Lake Park
Bernhart

Anne bernhart <abernhar@optonline.net>

Mon 10/29/2018 7:00 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,

As a resident of Rockville Centre for the last 22 years , my family and | live in the proximity of Hempstead Lake Park.
We have driven past the park innumerable times, and my daughters have played hundreds of sporting events at the
fields. | am deeply concerned by and opposed to the state’s plan to take down 2,500 trees in the park. | know that
within the last 10 years, numerous trees were cut down in the north end of the park. The park not only provides
natural beauty to the area, but we as a community are also concerned about the wildlife that resides in the park. In
addition, | have seen the Southwestern section of Nassau County become more citified, and as mature trees along
the streets have died , residents have become less likely to replace them. These trees are essential to the environment
since they take the carbon dioxide out of the air and replenish it with oxygen. We know that this is vital to keep the
levels of air pollution down in an area that is bordered by Southern State Parkway and Peninsula Boulevard, which are
both highly traveled roads. This densely populated area is lucky to have such park space, which is rare on the South
Shore of Long Island. Please don't destroy it.

Sincerely,
Anne M. Bernhart
155 Vernon Avenue

Rockville Centre, NY 11570

Sent from my iPhone

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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11/2/2018 Mail - Matt.Accardi@stormrecovery.ny.gov

Comments on Hempstead Lake State Park Project Public Notice
2142824901

Stern

Stern, David A. <David.Stern@ncc.edu>

Fri 11/02/2018 1:25 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>; Accardi, Matt (STORMRECOVERY) <Matt.Accardi@stormrecovery.ny.gov>;
Greene, Daniel (STORMRECOVERY) <Daniel.Greene@stormrecovery.ny.gov>;

Ccjoe.forgione@gmail.com <joe.forgione@gmail.com>;

@ 1 attachments (75 KB)

CAC comments on HLSP EA.docx;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Please find attached the LWTB CAC's comments on Hempstead Lake State Park Project Public Notice 2142824901.
The majority of the CAC have expressed their concerns that the EA lacks sufficient information to make the final] 6
determinations listed on the Public Notice. Accordingly, we request a Full Environmental Impact Study be
completed before any action is taken.

Sincerely,
David Stern and Joe Forgione, Co-Chairs LWTB CAC

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?path=/mail/inbox 11
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CAC

Citizens Advisory Committee

Request for Full Environmental Impact Study for
Hempstead Lake State Park Project Public Notice 2142824901

The CAC requests that a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be completed prior to a final
decision on the proposed project.

Our request is based on the following the concerns:

I.

II.

The Scope and Scale of the Project Meets SEQRA Requirements for a Full EIS

The proposed project meets the requirements as a Type I project as described in the State
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and as such warrants a full EIS. A SEQRA
Type I project includes “nonresidential projects physically altering 10 or more acres of
land”. The proposed project will affect more than 60 acres. In addition, SEQRA requires
consideration for a full EIS for Unlisted action on projects that will be “occurring wholly or
partially within or substantially contiguous to any publicly owned or operated parkland,
recreation area or designated open space”.

The SEQR 617.7 b (3) specifically requires “thoroughly analyze the identified relevant areas
of environmental concern to determine if the action may have a significant adverse impact
on the environment”. The EA has failed to provide thorough analyses of the hydraulic
effect of the project; changes to the integrity of Hempstead Lake Dam; ecologic importance
of natural areas; changes to the character of the park; water quality changes; and long-term
maintenance impacts. The EA has also failed to adequately consider alternatives, mitigation
measures and the cumulative impacts of this proposal with other Livng With The Bay
(LWTB) projects. Details of these deficiencies are provided as follows:

The Environmental Assessment is Incomplete and has Inadequately Assessed the
Significant Impacts of the Project

A. Incomplete Hydrologic and Hydraulic Modeling

The EA’s Hydrological and Hydraulic Assessment (Appendix O) is identified as the
basis for many of the determination’s environmental benefits and no negative
environmental impacts. The Hydrological and Hydraulic Assessment (HHA), lacks the
hydrologic input data to calibrate (let alone verify) the models that form the basis of this
assessment. Page 31 of the assessment states “There is no available stream gauge data

VY
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for the Mill River, however there is a limited amount of USGS data available for the
Pines Brook (1939 — 1999)”. Since Pines Brook is a tributary located downstream, there
is no stream flow data available for the project area. The EA failed to collect data to
adequately perform modeling. The modeling instead was inadequately partially
calibrated (and never verified) based on limited data from a downstream tributary (Pines
Brook) which stopped collecting data 20 years ago. Page 31 of the assessment states
“The model predicted much higher flows that the record data. The curve numbers were
reduced by ten percent and then the model was re-run. The model predicted flows while
lower, were still more conservative than the recorded data. It was determined that we
would use the lower curve numbers throughout the model. No further calibration was
attempted since the information about the Pines Brook gauge was very limited”

The HHA hydrology is based on Probable Maximum Precipitation (PMP) predictions
from a 1982 SCS document. These predictions predate the effects from climate change
and therefore under predict PMP values that may be more likely.

. Inadequate Assessment of Hazards Associated with Hempstead Lake (HL)Dam

The EA fails to consider the potential weakening of the HL Dam by removing
mature vegetation. The last formal Army Corps of Engineers inspection included a
recommendation to not remove this vegetation on the dam. While there is accepted
standard practice to sustain mowed vegetation on well-maintained earthen dams, it is
less certain regarding the effects of removal of mature vegetation on earthen dams that
have been neglected over long periods, (such as the current situation at the HL. dam).
Based on the CAC site visit in May 2018, it was made clear that there are currently no
visible signs of leakage downstream of the dam indicating that the dam is currently well
intact. However, the EA contains no studies on the current conditions of the dam’s
integrity. The HL Dam is the only dam on Long Island classified as a Class C High
Hazard (due to its size and the density of development located downstream and potential
to cause loss of life). The EA must include an assessment of the dam’s integrity. Such
an assessment needs to be based on data including a detailed delineation of the current
location of the phreatic line (water penetration of earthen dam).

The Hydrological and Hydraulic Assessment (HHA) identified that a more serious
deficiency of the HL dam is that it can hold back storm flow for only 39 percent of
Probable Maximum Flow (PMF) event before it starts overtopping. DEC requirements
states “Existing dams that are being rehabilitated should have adequate spillway
capacity to pass the following floods without overtopping”. Class C dams such as the
HL dam require 50 percent of PMF. The EA should include an alternative proposal that
includes construction of an emergency spillway to meet this standard.

. Ecologic Importance of Northern Ponds

The HLSP North Ponds project would remove some wetlands and create others, remove
approximately 1200 trees, and expand trails. The North Ponds currently provide
valuable and rare wetland habitat of shallow open water and mudflats that are used by an

N
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G.

abundance and diversity of shorebirds, wading birds, and dabbling ducks. Dredging and
increasing water capacity may flood the habitat and make it unusable by these at-risk
species. The proposed constructed wetlands of the stormwater catchment facility will
have high slope berms and provide questionable suitable habitat. The expansion of trails
and creation of viewing points around the North Ponds is gratuitous destruction of
habitat and removal of native vegetation that provides crucial food and shelter for birds,
including Bald Eagles. The North Ponds area is one of the last wild areas of Nassau
County, and as much as possible, should be preserved as such. Further fragmenting the
woodlands and wetlands with trails and disturbing the area with recreational traffic
defeat the purpose of increasing access to nature by removing nature from the equation.
We agree with the Seatuck Environmental Association that the North Ponds area be
designated as a Parks Preservation Area pursuant to New York Law governing State
Parks. The EA failed to address these impacts.

Water Quality Improvements Provided by Existing Northern Ponds

Water quality testing for the existing Northern Ponds that was performed by Cashin
Associates (2015) indicates that the existing ponds provide significant water quality
improvements currently. Comparing the water quality collected at the inlet of the Ponds
(site WQ-1) to the quality leaving the ponds (site WQ-7) shows greater than 80%
reductions of almost all pollutants sampled. The EA fails to evaluate whether disturbing
this area will significantly reduce the current water treatment ability of the existing
ponds.

Endangered Species Habitat

DEC and USFWS did not perform site visits but recommended surveys regarding
endangered species that may occur within the park.

Change of Character of the Park

As described in the EA documents, HLSP is the largest freshwater body in Nassau
County and represents the largest continuous track of natural land in southern Nassau
County. The proposed project will transform a significant percentage of the natural
portion of the park into active recreational areas (trails, kayak launches or open grass
vistas); industrial facilities (floatable collection and detention basins), or building
(resiliency office building). HLSP currently has no master plan to provide a vision of
the Park and has not had public input on the major transformation of this last large
natural area in southern Nassau County.

Net loss of Wetland and Wetland function
The Northern Ponds Impact Document was provided only days before the public

hearing and did not include the appendices that documented the methodology used to
reach its conclusions. Based on other evaluations (see D above), it’s likely that this

5 cont
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evaluation did not consider the water quality data confirming the pollutant reduction
functions already provided by the existing wetlands.

H. Negative Impacts to the Water Quality of Mill River

The transformation of significant portions of HLSP from forest to grasslands will
provide ideal habitat to attract Canada Geese in large numbers. The Canada Geese in
turn will add high concentrations of nutrients and fecal pathogens into the waterway,
resulting in additional eutrophication. This issue is well documented by the New York
City Department of Environmental Protection and their multi-million dollar program to
harass Canada Geese and Gulls off the grassy lands near NYC reservoirs.

The sediment testing for the Northern Ponds indicated significant contamination. The
DEC has required that this contamination be disposed of outside of Long Island. The
EA fails to consider how these contaminates will be contained during the disturbance of
project construction and after the project is complete.

I. Environmental Impacts from Long Term Maintenance are not Addressed

The EA fails to provide information on the traffic and air quality impacts that will result
from routine maintenance of the proposed northern detention basins, trails and newly
created manicured areas of the park.

ITI. The EA is an Segmentation of the Overall LWTB Project

Segmenting the HLSP project from the rest of the LWTB projects results in several missed
opportunities in addition to the failure of addressing the cumulative impacts from the larger
LWTB program. The best example of this is regarding addressing the current deficiency of
Hempstead Lake Dam in meeting safety standards during severe storms. HHA states on
page 45 “The difficulty with trying to make the dam meet current standards is that both the
upstream and downstream ends of the watershed are flooded prior to the dam overtopping.
NYS Parks has jurisdiction over the area within Hempstead Lake State Park but not over the
downstream part of the watershed including the wetland area below South Pond, Maine
Avenue, Peninsula Boulevard, and Smith Pond. NYS Parks does not have jurisdiction over
the Pines Brook segment of the watershed or the Southern State Parkway. Potential
improvements to the watershed were limited to work in South Pond, Hempstead Lake and
the North Ponds”. The project sponsor (GOSR) has jurisdiction over the entire Mill river
basin as part of the LWTB project. All LWTB projects should be considered for their
cumulative impact to flooding along the LWTB project area.

IV. Alternative Actions and Mitigation Measures have been Inadequately Considered

A. The EA fails to give serious considerations to alternative Actions and mitigation
measures. Due to the segmentation of the HLSP project from the LWTB project DD
(Hempstead High School Creek Restoration Project), relocating the stormwater
treatment facilities from HLSP to incorporate them into Hempstead High School Creek

N
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N

Restoration Project would eliminate the loss of rare freshwater coastal plain shore
habitat and surrounding wetlands. It would also eliminate the planned river-confining
bulkhead (project DD) and provide more room for the river. In addition to protecting
sensitive habitat and avoiding the loss of designated parkland, this modification will
have the added benefit to provide direct educational opportunities and stewardship with
an underserved community school.

13 cont

B. An alternative to the proposed Environmental and Resiliency building is to partner with
the Center for Science Teaching and Learning (CSTL) located only one mile
downstream at the Tanglewood Preserve. This would eliminate all impacts and parkland
losses from this component and free up over 3 million dollars for environmentally
beneficial projects. The already established Center for Science Education and Learning
at the adjoining Tanglewood preserve duplicates the proposed environmental education 14
functions. The justification as a “coordination center” during emergencies is not
supported and contradicts the concept of locating such a facility within a vulnerable
flood zone. None of the emergency management agencies have provided an
endorsement of this facility.

C. The EA also fails to include the USACOE recommendation to retain mature hardwood
trees on the downstream face of the Dam. This mitigation would significantly reduce
the negative impacts regarding changing the character of the park, reducing natural 15
habitat and creating Canada Goose habitat. If GOSR rejects these recommendations,
then the risk from this project should be minimized by first conducting a pilot clear cut
of just a small area and measure the effect on dam integrity

D. To avoid loss of rare freshwater coastal plain shore habitat and surrounding wetlands,
the EA fails to consider stormwater treatment closer to its source. A more effective
alternative to the proposed stormwater treatment facility is to implement mechanisms to 16
ensure the maintenance of catch basins that drain to the Mill River and identification of
the condition of all underground conduits for structural failure and clogging. The use of
catch basin inserts would enhance this approach even further.

V. Failure to consider Long-Term Impacts

Based on the historic budget priority for maintenance of HLSP it appears doubtful that
there will be the significant increase in funding needed to maintain the infrastructure of the
proposed project. Accordingly, the EA should quantify the project’s potential
environmental benefits based on effectiveness of the infrastructure without maintenance. If 17
the dam is not mowed or the floatable and detention basins are not routinely cleaned, the
potential benefits will be short-lived. -
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VI1. Alienation of Parkland

As per Federal and State public trust doctrine, the state has a duty to hold public parkland
for the benefit of the people and restrict change of use.

Transformation of significant portions of HLSP from natural park to non-park uses (such as
a stormwater catchment facility) represents an alienation of parkland and a violation of the
use of this property as parkland under the concept of the “Public Trust”. In addition, the
change of use also requires approval from the National Park Service (NPS) for
“conversion” of this land. HLSP has received federal funds for use of HLSP as a park and
therefore is obligated to obtain NPS approval for these changes of uses.

VII. Public Notice Has Been Deficient

Public notice has been limited to 10 days with hearings being held miles from Hempstead
Lake State Park. Notice of hearings and comment period received only minimal posting
and was basically hidden from the public.

Since the HL dam is the only Class C (Hazardous) dam on Long Island , the required
Emergency Action Plan should be made readily available on the LWTB web site.

18
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10/31/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Save the trees
Ceraulo

Maria Ceraulo <mceraulo0116@gmail.com>

Tue 10/30/2018 5:05 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Sent from my iPhone

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Living with the Bay Project

Vincent Drzewucki <drzewucki4889@gmail.com> Drzewucki

Wed 10/24/2018 10:43 AM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

| am writing to oppose and stop the Living with the Bay Hempstead Lake State Park Project as currently proposed.

This project needs to demonstrate how the project would mitigate storm water flooding south and north of the 1
project area along the Mill River right down the bay. How repairing the main dam will mitigate the future
flooding risks now associated with increased storm flooding due to global wide climate change. A complete 2

environmental impact study need to be done and presented to the public for to determine the effectiveness and
transparency of project and for informed public comment. At least 2 or more alternative proposals need to be

offered for public input. The current expenditures for park paths, kayak launches and education center need to be
more clearly defined, explained and justified with how future park budgeting will support and sustain such assets :[
when past budgeting failed to maintain the park and the dams.

Vincent Drzewucki

190 W. Merrick Rd. Apt. 4R
Freeport, NY 11520
516-623-2692

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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11/2/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

CCE comments on Hempstead Lake State Park
Murphy

Maureen Murphy <mmurphy@citizenscampaign.org>
Thu 11/1/2018 2:28 PM
To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

Cc:'Sarah Charles' <scharles@citizenscampaign.org>; Aesposito@citizenscampaign.org <aesposito@citizenscampaign.org>;

@ 1attachments (269 KB)

Hempstead Lake State Park Comments_11218 (2).pdf;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Please see attached comments on the Hempstead Lake State Park from Citizens Campaign for the Environment.
Thank you,

Maureen Dolan Murphy
Executive Programs Manager
225a Main Street
Farmingdale, NY 11735
516-390-7150

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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Esposito

Q 225A Main Street * Farmingdale, NY 11735
516-390-7150

0 744 Broadway * Albany, NY 12207

518-772-1862

Q 733 Delaware Road, Box 140 ¢ Buffalo, NY 14223
716-831-3206

O 2000 Teall Avenue, Suite #204 © Syracuse, NY 13206

CITIZENS
CAMPAIGN

FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 315-472-1339
. . O 2404 Whitney Avenue, 2nd Fl. * Hamden, CT 06518
www.citizenscampaign.org 203-821-7050

Empowering Communities, Advocating Solutions.

11/2/18

Office of Storm Recovery
64 Beaver Street

PO BOX 230

New York, NY 10004

RE: Hempstead Lake State Park Project, Public Notice 2142824901

Citizens Campaign for the Environment (CCE) is an 80,000-member non-profit, non-partisan
advocacy organization that works to protect public health and the environment. CCE has been
working to protect water quality across NY & CT since its inception in 1985. CCE is an active
member in the Long Island Sound Study Citizens Advisory Committee and Chairs the South
Shore Estuary Reserve Citizens Advisory Committee.

Protecting water quality and implementing coastal resiliency projects are critical as increased
storm events are predicated with our changing climate. These two objectives should be
complimentary to each other. The removal of 2500 trees in the Hempstead Lake State Park
Project could negatively affect critical habitat and change the landscape of a beloved community
park. The project needs further assessment and evaluation. 1

We urge the Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery to conduct a full comprehensive
environmental impact study for the Hempstead Lake State Park Project to more fully assess
the impact of removing over 2500 trees from the park.

Hempstead Lake State park is a 737 acre park, one of the most important and highly used green

spaces remaining in Nassau County. The park is utilized by a diverse group of thousands of

visitors a year, including birders, runners, and equestrians. Preserving and properly maintaining

such an important community resource needs to be top priority. The proposed changes to the

park need to be thoroughly evaluated for any resulting impacts to the character of the park and 2
habitat for the multiple species dependent on the park habitat.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) of the Hempstead Lake State Park (HLSP) Project

describes in some detail the removal of 2550-2850 trees, a loss of wetlands, and fragmentation

by and widening of new trails. It also claims that the loss of these trees would have “no

significant environmental impact”. CCE believes this finding to be premature given the lack

of meaningful environmental review. Removal of this high quantity of trees necessitates a

robust environmental impact statement evaluating the associated impacts to the park and the park 3
users. The impact statement should explore:
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el N =

8.

9.

Alternative scenarios that do not rely on the removal of so many trees.

A full assessment of the many species that rely on the current habitat of the park
Impacts of tree removal on endangered species, flooding and wetlands habitats
Identify potential mitigation measures to be put into place to compensate for the
removal of the trees

Characterization of the trees proposed to be cut: What kind of trees are they, how old
are they?

How the loss of the trees will impact air quality to the surrounding community
How the removal of 2500 trees would impact the health of the South Shore Estuary
Reserve

Any impact to sediment transport.

Any impact or acceleration to erosion along the banks of the lake and tributaries.

10. Impacts to recreational use of the park.

The scope, size and large cost of the he HLSP project warrants a full Environmental Impact
Study, therefore the current Environmental Assessment is insufficient to determine potential

impacts to the parks ecosystem. Hempstead Lake State Park’s important connection to the South

Shore Estuary warrants a closer look at impacts the proposed changes would have to this
estuarine system.

Thank you for considering our comments.

o

Adrienne Esposito
Executive Director
Citizens Campaign for the Environment

N

3 cont
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11/2/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

hempstead lake tree removal

kathy gaffney <kathleen.gaffney@verizon.net> Gaffney

Thu 11/1/2018 7:49 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

Ccrsympson@optonline.net <rsympson@optonline.net>;

the relative benefit of the proposed tree removal can only be assessed by a full environmental impact statement including the #

of each species to be removed and the benefit vs damage such removal will have on the dams. Trees are very important for 1
ground water management. Full EIS is needed to assure the project achieves the benefit hoped for versus adds continuing
degradation to the site.

Kathy Gaffney, Master Gardener CCE Nassau, Member Nassau County Tree Advisory Board

590 concord ave
Williston park, NY 11596

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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Hubbard
COMMENT FORM
Hempstead Lake State Park

Public Hearing on the
Environmental Assessment
October 17, 2018

Please use this comment form to let us know your thoughts.
These comiments will become part of the official record.

Name (required): Ja S Eﬁ‘t /JC) = BHQB
Organization/Affiliation; ————— & aanrc &R0 ﬁcs .wa“:;—_
‘Street Address: DB Y s Vit 7

Oity: L= AdiReD [ State: /\:’7‘/ Zip Code:__ 2/ SE3

Emiail; o

Comments;__Z2 THINK __ THoRE  Shovld BE 3 _
Compl ETE  ENVIRON mENTRI. 1mpPe]  STubyY -

C LEBRRING  ZAHE TREVYS [=Rom T HE pDohme

ol D B Digpg ESod CLT NG 1D /787

ﬂﬂm/v corps._ob EM&!N&:’Z—E’RQ s;?'r/zi;f' K

S AR TNISING o wHTANDS  would  oadry /e

Please leave-this form with us today or submit ahy time during the commient period, which ends.on
Qctober 22, 2018, to the contact noted bejow:

Matt Accardi

Bureau of Environmenta} Reéview and Assessment
Assistant General Courisel

New York State Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
25 Beaver Stréet, 5% Floor

New York, NY 10004

Additional comiments may be récorded on the back of this page'_(or you may attach additional materials).

Governor's Office of
SBtorm Recovery

[
|
3
|
E
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Ibman

73 Gold Sirect
Valley Streain, NY 11580-4938

November %, 2018

Matt-Aceardi

Bureaw of Environmentad Review.and Assessment
Assistant General Counsel

New York state Governor's Office of Storm Recovery
25 Beaver Street, 5th Floor

New York, NY 10004

Re: Resiliency Project of the Mill River and Tree Remaval in Hempsiead Lake State Park
Dar My, _;Acc:u"c'i.i,

[ am ‘writing to protest the nss of $35,000,000 designated to provide storm résilience to the Mill River between the channels north
of Long Beach and the north ponds.of Hempstead Lake State Park to be used for tree removal and "improvement” in the pack. The
vesilience project, done with attentive and thorough. thought to the enviranment is a positive.u ndertaking. Reducing the $195 million
provided by $35 million suggests that $35 million worth of resilience work would be elimina_ttéd and hence compromise the-project.-

Whatis most distirbing, however, is the use to which the $35 million will be put - tranisforming a gem of a aatural and important
wildlife habitat inta - vet another - recreation aréa. Hempsiead Lake State Park is one of only two state parks in Nassau County, one
of tivo predominantly undisturbed natural areas ro which one can'repail, and reap the benefits. 1t would go without saying, but seems
necessary in this case, that an undisturbed afea is of vital importance for wildlife, particularly-when so much of it is disappearing.
That we are aware of, il not through éxperience, thes by the naticnal conversation in this regard. The urgency of the need to preserve
natural areas cannot be waderstated. . Fver moreis being encroached upon, diminished, destrayed. Iris being chosen.with full
awareness to ignore this and. be accompliee 1o it This is an undertaking that is very regretiabile and not one of which to be proud.

Hempstead Lake State Parlc is a gém in that it is 2 beantful natural area which preserves the integrity of the narural landscape while
also affarding arcas of use for the public without major intrusion. Here people can indulge in sport. they can fish, picnic, bird, walk,
run, bikie and still derive major benefit from nature as'it is and needs to be, Here wildlife can sull comfortably thrive in the prescnce
of people while people alio derive benefie. '

A New Yorlk Times article, "Leaving Only Footsteps? Think .Ag‘ain"’ by Christopher Solomoi, dated February 13, 2015 explains the
surprising impact of human presence in natural areas {exentpis):

“Hore-nnd more dwdes oveir Hhe last £3 weais fave foupd that wher e vhtil Hoe great ontdoors, e fiye mitch more of  aneffect thin ive realize,
Lven deorningly lov-impact activitics like biking, erass-country shitng, iid birdeatching aften affect wildlife, from bighora sbeep to wolves, birdds,
amphibiins and tiny invertebinten, and in subtle Wy, ' ' ' .

Finpacks from outioer vecreativn and towrion are the fourth-leading recumn that upecies are listed by the federad goverament a thredtensd o endhtigered,
bebind threats from non-native species, urbas gruwth and agricalture, _

Fou'd e veerprived by the ripplas bt by a day-hiker's ramble through the woods. Tn:2008 Sarab Reed, o anniate conmiration sclontiat at the Wildtie
Convervittion Soeiety, ani) ber colleagues frund fivefold declines i deteckivns of bubeats, co vaked, and other midsize caruivores in protecled aréas ta
Californi that allmeed quict regreation.ackivitio lite Biling, compiared ith, pritectsd dreay- that probibited thoe activities

Loga, a frequent villatn, wece’t B figue for-thess srivorcs: people were, accarding to ber researeh, o

Birede get raffled, tov. Redcarchers wha studicd trails arownd) Boalier Colorado, found that poputatians o deveral wpeciea of sangbivdy, including Pyguny’
nathatehes angd western meadowlare, were fnvest-near brails, "There's wontething ahout the presence of bunvans and thelr pete whii they ga i bkt that
et a bt of @ Feath zone' of 100 meters oir attheratdle of & trail, s Prof, Rick Kneght of Colorado State Unicervity, Runaing,.canaeing, eyeling,
ard wimdlar activities negatively affected birds in nearly 90 percent-of 68 sludies that cesearchers raviewed dn 2081, Reductiona iweré iden in the number af
st Batilt, egge Lnie, and chicks batchéd or Jledypedd, '

L Connecticat, waod turtles, labelod a wpecter uf ypecial concern' in the state, wantebed frotiv one welMife prederie-over 10 years after the area L opesned
t activities fike hiking, ri. wearebeny fotnd, _

A century agy, nature bad elbow roopn Now therels a ot lons of it whils recreativnnd activitios and nature Faterdiom are growing i nost prrky,
wifdersieds arean and other profected AfELd .

e challenge i1 to fini? wtanced balance betiveen enfoying hatare and protecting it, recognizing that recreation doer-1of necessarily comploment
Lorservaliai or predereation. o

We pow kaow reciention & baving inpacts inways that-we baidn't imagined.. We maot planaccordingly.
Oy f nature & bealtby will it be ably b dpatain ane arpoert-iv i the future,”
[Chriatapher Solomon i2a contribieing eitor b Outsti magasing,
a0l S/ Sopisiont ey leaning tatgpanthind-

a0
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tris dilficult to understand the removal of trees and swildiife habitar and stopover area for migrating birds when there is & national
conversation on this topic - lossof habitat, the threatenéd and endangered status of specics and that destraying more. habitat
contributes o the continudus imbalance and unraveling of ecogystems - and [ood chains - and which ultimately becomes de_-.tri'mt_znml

tous. Plus trees reduce erosion, clean the air. We have wroujsht extensive harm in this regard. Our cerebrum confers huge

responsibility, and certainly thére is no responsibility greater than attending to the judicious treatment of our eavironment, dur planet.

We must live with it, ol against it. Jt is perplexing that present minds would deem. thie thinking of those of the past 140 years - when
ihere was-also still more yet. untotiched Jandscape - to have bein ill-canceived that this park was never deemed an aréa of underuse
and thosé of the préseut represent deliverers trom *deprivation® and:-boredam.

Hendrickson Parck in Valley Siréam serves as a warning in my mind. It was once a beautlul aatural ared with-a lake which now is
4 testarhent to what happens when we feel that the hiuman-Footprint must réign. I isa festament to asphalt and concrete. The "park”
is o longer one. Ttis o vecreation area with-some trees. It has become arificial, its beauty given over to a.paol-Complex, mini golf,
Landball courts, fennis.courts, hasketball courts, its lale half filled in for that purpose, its remairdey robbed of natural appearance,
stripped of trees and fined with a cem entawall, its stream vedivected. It has become a.place where one's focus is redivected; where
one does not, cannet, commune with ndtore but where one dq.sh'gs-fhmugh it and. overruns it glancing at foken trees. One walls
the peripliciy or crosses only grass to the uninspiving wates in its setting. '

Wheiher che vicws the $35 million as not being put to-use for-the resiliency project or that it is being put to destructive use, it is
not being puttobeneficial uee in either cose, Hempstoad Smik Parkis not uodeiused. It is grondy used by wildlite and needed the
way it is, without "enhancement,"or "improvemen ¢ and it is always used by those who enjoy it the way ftasand néeds 1o be. Itis,
uneonscianable tocause further destrustion when there-is an ongoing anl erphatic conversation about habitat loss and the-
endangerment and loss of species, '

I say no'to the misusc of the $35 million, both. beviuse it s not being uséd lae resiliency and because it is-being puc to destructive
use-and hope that those For whom other forces are driving this decision will reconsider and protect and preserve:a gem that needs
pintecting more than ever. Note, toa, that diminishing of the natural lapdscipe and increase in human presence will also cost ns
the spectacular bald eagles that vigit our park and passibly other raptors and also its beautiful songbirds and otheér tagna.

| thank you for your rime and consideration and add s6iil for thought a passage by the author, naturalist; and gcholar Helen
MeDenald from her boole H Ts-lor Haxek.

“f think of what wilddaninials ari-iz ater inagimitions. ud bow theyare disdppearing — ot Jitird from e wild but from. people s cocryday feve,

replaced by imageo of themoclves in prinl and on acreen. The raver they get, the fower miéanings antnls ean bave, Eventiually parity i+ all they are
maik of. The condor i an icomaf extinction, Theres little else lo i now faet bisingy the fast of it kindh And in this Fes the dipiietion of the sworde
Horw ca you love sometbing, bow can yor flght o protect &, of all it e iy hors?”

S_:‘...h’l"ﬁ-"':.’l{ [

£
o £ ELyte s .
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

hempstead lake park comment

kenneth larney <larnesqg@optonline.net>

Sun 10/28/2018 5:28 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

Larney

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown

senders or unexpected emails.

| would like to offer my comments regarding the removal of 2550 to 2850
trees from Hempstead Lake State Park.

It seems to me that the if one examines the totality of the
circumstances, the tree removal will cause harm and offer little benefit
to the park's patrons, flora and fauna.

| offer an opinion as one who hikes in the park frequently with my wife
and two dogs. The current condition of the park's North Ponds is quite
natural and should not be considered overgrown or unmanageable. Also,
to my knowledge, there are no issues concerning the width or number of
available trails.

The acknowledged negative impact on overwintering birds, the flooding
danger of removing long established tree roots from the dams and the
lack of specificity of a cleanup plan do not inspire confidence that the
planned actions will benefit the park and those who enjoy it. In fact,

the plodding pace of past projects bodes long term inconvenience to the
park's patrons.

Moreover, the long term inaccessibility to certain areas will hinder
learning about the park; constructing an Education Center will not
offset this.

In my eyes, hiring more personnel to keep the park clean and safe and
upgrading the public bathrooms would be a better use of State funds,
though [ realize funding would come under a different program.

| respectfully request that you reconsider this plan and offer a well

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

thought out alternative in its stead.

Respectfully yours,

Kenneth J. Larney

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 2/2



Claudia Borecky, Director Dave Denenberg, Director

claudia@licaws.org dave@licaws.org
516-972-6988 www licaws org 516-330-9930

Octaber 16, 2018
Denenberg and Borecky
NYS Governor’s Office of Storin Recovery

25 Beaver Street — 5™ Floor

New York, New York 10004

Re: Living With The Bay
Public Notice 2142824901

Dear Sirs:

LI Clean Air Water and Soil (“CAWS”} is a not-for-profit orgaﬁ'i zation dedicated to the protection of Lon gdsland’s
water resources as well'as clean air and soil. CAWS advocates for sustainable and environmentally sound measures
to mitigate the effects of future storms.

Repairing and strengthening the Hempstead Lake Dam will protect residents, homes and businesses from flooding
due to increasing occurrence of extreme weather events. However, CAWS is concerned with the “Living With the
Bay”™ ("LWTB") project that proposes improvements to Hempstead Lake State Park (“H LSP”) dam. Strengthening
the dam to provide for flood mitigation by controlling reduced and delayed pedk flows to downstream water bodies
and communities during extreme weatlier events may reduce the risk posed to downstream communities, but clearing
2.5 acres and cutting down 2,500 trees along the wall of the dam could weaken rather-than strengthen, the structural
integrity of the 100 plus yeats-old dam.. 4

Removal of 2,500 trees will impact the local ecology, bird and wildlife. With overdevelopment becoming a very real 7]
concern in Nassau County, the benefit of mature trees.cannot be dimirished. Obviously, trees produce oxyszen,
intercept airborne particulates, and reduce smog, enhancing a cofnmunity's réspiratory 'he_a_?th_._ We further submit that
mature trees contribute to the protection of groundwater quality by removing nitrogen-based fertilizers from the
groundwater before the groundwater can leach such nutrients to local water bodies and aquifers. Tlie removal of trees
should not be a part of an overall plah to protect our communities from extreme storms when trees actually sequester
carbon (CO2), reducing the overall concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmesphere - reducing the chances of
more storms due to climate change, . -

Before a project of this. magnitude is undertaken, a full environmental impact study must be conducted. Such study
must investigate how removing mature trees from the wall of a 100 plus years-old dam will impact the structu ral
integrity of the dam; bird, fish and all wildlife of this:region; the local ecology; groundwater and waterways and our

surrounding commumities. Again. ihere is a lack of study into these impacts.

CAWS joins the C._itizc-_:_ns Advisory Committee’s request for a comprehensive environmental im pact study of the
proposed Living With The Bay project, including specificaily the inipact of removing 2,500 trees from, or near, the.
dam’s wall,

Thank you-for your attention to this maiter,
Very truly yours,

G 10 L Olewdes Bk,

Dave Denenberg and Claudia Borecky
Directors
LI Clean Air Water & Soil
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‘ Mallery
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

U.5, ARMY GORPS OF ENGINEERS, NEW YORK DISTRICT
JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING
26 FEDERAL PLAZA
NEW YORK NEW YORK 10278-0090

A 0CT 31 2018
Regulatory Branch

Subject: Department of the Army Permit Application No. NAN-2017-01267-EGR
Hempstead Lake State Park / Living With The Bay
Review of Environmental Assessment With Finding of No Significant Impact

Ms. Donna Mahon

Field Environmental Officer

Region 2, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Office of Environment and Energy, Newark Field Offlce

1085 Raymond Boulevard, 12" Floor

Newark, New Jersey 07102-5260

Dear Ms. Mahon:

Thank you for requesting the concerns of the New York District of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers with regard to the “Hempstead Lake State Park Environmental
Assessment”, dated October 5, 2018.

This office had previously submitted comments on the draft Environmental
Assessment, in a letter dated October 4, 2017 (a copy of which is attached for your
review). At that time, this office noted two principal areas of concern.

The first involved the relationship of the project to the other aspects of the Living With
The Bay initiative, and the need for additional rationale to support the approach to the
preparation of the Environmental Assessment that the draft utilized. It appears that the
wording that this office was most concerned with in the draft was incorporated directly
into the final Environmental Assessment, without an effort to address the issues raised
by this office.

The second involved the lack of an approved jurisdictional determination of the extent
of waters of the United States on the project site. Such a jurisdictional determination
would be necessary for an accurate description of the impacts of the project, and as a
starting point for the consideration of the mitigation that would be required for those
impacts. It appears that the final Environmental Assessment was prepared without an
approved jurisdictional determination, so that the scope of impacts of the project and the
adequacy of the mitigation review are based on unconfirmed estimates.

The letter from this office dated October 4, 2017, provided recommendations to the
project sponsor on the manner in which these areas of concern should be addressed in
the final Environmental Assessment. It does not appear that the project sponsor
followed through adequately on those recommendations.
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Subject: Department of the Army Permit Application No. NAN-2017-01267-EGR
Hempstead Lake State Park / Living With The Bay
Review of Environmental Assessment With Finding of No Significant Impact

This office recognizes that your office is currently involved-in determinations that are -
distinct from the permit decision role of this office. In this permit decision role, this office
has been coordinating with the project sponsor to resclve some of these issues with
regard to the necessary information to move this matter forward.

Once a complete permit application for the proposed work is submitted by the project
sponsor, this office will issue a Public Notice to progress with the public interest review
necessary for its determinations within the permit application review process. At that
time, the project sponsor will be asked to address any additional concerns raised during
the public notice comment period.

If any questions should arise concerning this matter, please contact me at 917-790-
8418.

Sincerely,
fcitiphor | Gty
Christophe allery, Ph.D.

Deputy Chief,.Regulatory Branch

C: Ms. Fretwell, US HUD
Ms. Lamster, US EPA
Mr. Papa, US FWS




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, NEW YORK DISTRICT
JAGOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING
26 FEDERAL PLAZA
NEW YORK NY 10278-0080

0CT 4~ 2017
Reguiatory Branch

Subject: Department of the Ammy Permit Application No. NAN-2017- 01267 ETY
Hempstead Lake State Park / Living With The Bay
Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment

Mr. Matt Accardi

Assistant General Counsel and Certifying Officer
Governor's Office of Storm Recovery

25 Beaver Street

New York, New York 10004

Dear Mr. Accardi:

Thank you for providing the New York District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with
the “Hempstead Lake State Park Draft Environmental Assessment”, dated September 19,
2017. This office has followed the development of this project with considerable interest,
especially In light of the complex grouping of components involved in the Living With The
Bay (LWTB) Rehuild by Design (RBD) initiative, and the potential challenges this presents
to permitting review. The project is currently being dealt with as a pre-application review,

. with the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR) as the permit applicant, under the
above-referenced application number.

As this office has previously pointed out in meetings of the Sandy Regional Infrastructure
Resilience Coordination (SRIRC) Federal Review and Permitting Team (FRPT), there are

two principal areas of concern for the Lake Hempstead State Park project that have long
heen evident:

a, thedifficulties in presenting the Lake Hempstead State Park project for environmental
review, first as an integral part of a comprehensive plan based on a watershed
approach to coastal resiliency, and second, as a single discrete independent project,
integrated from the other aspects of the LWBT RBD Project; and

b. the identification of, and mitigation for, proposed impacts to waters of the United

States, including wetlands, within the jurisdiction of this office by the Hempstead Lake
Slate Park project.

With regard to the first area of concern, these difficuities are readily apparent in the draft
environmental assessment under review. The assessment goes to some lengths to
describe all of the various parts of the LWTB Project (in Appendix A, "Living With The Bay
Intervention Descriptions, Projest A through Project Z”) and their relationship as
“thematically consistent” components of the LWTB Project (p. 4). The project sponsor,
GOSR, states that “[blecause of the variety and geographic separation of the 31 projects
proposed by the LWTB Project and Resifiency Strategy, GOSR determined that a
permissibly separate environmental review for the proposed project would best inform
decision makers and the public of potential environmental impacts presented by the




Subject: Department of the Army Permit Application No. NAN-2017-01267-ETY
Hempstead Lake State Park / Living With The Bay
Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment

proposed project’ (p. 6) However, the basis for that determination, which is an |ntegrai
assumption of this EA, Is not well documented in the EA. There are many questions about
the interdependence of the various components of the LWTB Project, and the ramifications
of the inherent probability of some components being constructed while other associated
components are not, and the EA does not answer these questions thoroughly.

The EA further states that: “this EA for the proposed project has been completed with a
rigorous assessment of cumulative impacts to ensure that the review would be no less
_protective of the environment’ (p. 8}, and that, for the remaining LWTB component projects,
“each project will consider the cumulative environmental imipacts of the previous project(s)”
{p. 6). The justification for the assertion that there has been a "rigorous assessment” of
cumulative impacts and for the consideration of the cumulative environmental impacts of
future related projects in this limited context (of only the previously completed paris of the
LWTB Project} is not well documented.

ltis recommended that the final EA for the Hempstead Lake State Park project include:

a. a more thorough presentalion of the rationale for the determination that a separate
environmental review process for the current project is permissible in this matter; and

b. a more thorough presentation of the rationale for the: consideration of cumulative
impacts in the manner indicated in the EA for this project, and as indicated in this EA
for future projects that are components of the LWTB Project, and an explanation of
how this consideration is consistent with the regulations, statutes, and established
standards that are the basis for the formulation of an EA, '

With regard to the second area of concern, this office notes that GOSR does not yet have
an approved jurisdictional determination of the extent of waters of the United States that are
- inthe jurisdiction of this office on the Hempstead Lake State Park project site. The standards
for a wetland delineation for such a jurisdictional determination are different from those in
the mappings of the National Wetlands Inventory (referenced on p. 21) and those of the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)(referenced on p.
22). The project sponsor should initiate a request for an approved jurisdiclional
determination from this office as soon as possible, to insure that the identification of impacts
to identified jurisdictional areas are evaluated as completely and accurately as possible.

The estimates of the impacts from the project contained in the EA (on pp. 61 through 63,
and in Appendix F (and with reference to Appendix M)) to areas within the jurisdiction of this
office, and the proposed mitigation for such impacts, also require. considerably more
explanation in the EA. Such proposed activities as the transformation of open waters to
wetlands through discharges of dredged material, and the ftlimg of forested wetlands without
in-kind replacement, are generally avoided to the maximum extent pcssﬁ)ie and the

mitigation required for such activities is generally substantially greatert than is indicated in
the EA, .




Subject: Departiment of the Army Permit Application No, NAN-2017-01267-ETY
Hempstead Lake State Park / Living With The Bay
Comments on Draft Environmental Assessment

It is also recommended that the final EA for the Hempstead Lake State Park project
include: :

a. an approved jurisdictional determination of areas within the jurisdiction of this office,
and estimates of impacts in accordance with that determination; and A

b. a discussion of proposed mitigation in terms of location, type, and extent, more
consistent with the established regulatory program standards of this -office, than is
contained in the current draft EA. '

This office appreciates having had the opportunity to review the draft EA, and locks

forward to working with the project sponsor on this important Sandy recovery project. If any
questions may arise concerning this matter, please contact me at 917-790-8418.

Sincerely,

%&329‘)/&&/ / a/é/
Christopher S”Mallery, Ph.D.
Deputy Chief, Regulatory Branch

¢ Ms. Fretwell, US HUD
Ms. Knutson, US EPA
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10/31/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Hempstead Lake project McNiff

mcnifficent <mcnifficent@verizon.net>

Tue 10/30/2018 3:02 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Mr. Accardi,

| am a resident of Nassau County and am in favor of the RBD project at Hempstead Lake State Park, where | am a frequent visitor.

It looks like this project has tremendous environmental, education, and safety benefits.

| am bothered to see pollution in our waterways and am excited to see that trash and sediment collectors will be installed. | was happy to see
that the education center is proposed so close to parking field #1. It would be a shame to have to disturb more land to accommodate parking

for this building.

Although | am sad to see trees come down on the dams, | understand that it will strengthen the dams providing safety downstream. And i took

a look at some of the areas, many of the trees are dead or invasive.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. | can’t wait to see this project move forward!
Sincerely,

Michael J. McNiff

Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail.mobile.aol.com

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

TREES

Mendez

Edgar Mendez <emx51@optimum.net>

Tue 10/23/2018 11:23 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Originally, | was going to write a letter expressing concerns about the extensive amount of trees that are going to be cut down in order to -
renovate the dam system along Lakeside Drive, where it meets Peninsular Blvd. | spoke to the manager of the park and he said that there are
many with similar concerns but, the removal of the trees is necessary to improve the function of the dam. In addition to the environmental
concern, many should realize that there is also the air and sound pollution factors that comes from the traffic on the Southern State Pkwy.

The fact that trees give us oxygen should be reason enough to protect them. The ultimate effort should be done to save as many as possible.
This should be taken seriously and there should be no neglect on this attempt. The same should be said about replacing as many trees as
possible.

If you look at aerial views of West Hempstead and Garden City, you'll notice the abundance of trees that are here, making this area a very
healthy place to live. If there’s any doubt from an engineering perspective that cutting down this many trees would not carry out the desired
"DAM" necessity, then everything should be done to avoid it. Please proceed with the utmost caution because the scars that you make on the
land might be irreversible. -

Thank You,
Edgar Mendez

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Proposed Hempstead Lake Updates
Mullooly

Karin Mullooly <mulloo@optonline.net>

Sun 10/28/2018 2:01 AM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,
| just read an article with a brief outline of the proposed updates for Hempstead Lake Park. These changes are being __
proposed by the state to assist the area during future storm surges. As a resident, | appreciate the environmental
center that will be open to the community, but | have deep concerns that executing this will have a negative
environmental effect to the surrounding wildlife and bird species. | believe a full environmental impact study needs to
be completed before proceeding.

| would also like my contact email to be included in any announcements or notices regarding this project. -
Thank you,

Karin Mullooly
15 Pembroke Court
Rockville Centre, NY 11570

Sent from Karin's iPhone

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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NGOV - 1 2018

Mr. Daniel Greene

General Counsel

New York State Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
25 Beaver Street, 5" Floor

New York, NY 10004

Dear Mr. Greene:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the Hempstead Lake State Park
Environmental Assessment (EA). This project is part of the Living with the Bay Project and
Resiliency Strategy (LWTB) for Nassau County, New York. The LWTB project was awarded
$125 million by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through the
Rebuild by Design program. As such, the document was prepared by the State of New York,
Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR), serving under the auspices of New York State
Homes and Community Renewal’s Housing Trust Fund Corporation, and acting under HUD-
delegated authority.

The purpose of the LWTB project is to provide a comprehensive suite of potential projects
intended to provide long-term resilience and climate change adaptation for Nassau County
communities in the Mill River Watershed. The LWTB project includes six general project areas.
This EA evaluated the Hempstead Lake State Park project component. The Hempstead Lake
State Park project would improve the 521-acre state park located in the northern portion of the
LWTB project area. The project would improve the Park’s existing water management
infrastructure and provide new educational and recreational amenities.

In an October 18, 2017 letter, EPA raised concerns regarding the lack of information about a
Monitoring Plan and Maintenance Plan. We recommended that the details of these plans be
included in the Final EA, as they help demonstrate how project elements will be monitored for
success and maintained over time, and how project impacts will be mitigated. The EA did not
include an appropriate level of detail to meet these objectives.

EPA also raised concerns about the structural and soil components. This included discussions of
the grading plan, berms, purpose of sediment basins, and shore-bank stabilization. Our October
18, 2017 letter stated that the grading plan should show all constructed structures such as
forebays (including technical construction plans) and a soil map to demonstrate that the grading
plan is appropriate to successfully support the Planting Plan. We also requested that a 404 (b)(1) _
alternatives analysis for these berms be prepared. EPA recommended that alternatives be
evaluated, such as reed beds, for nutrient removal and reductions to bacteria levels since these
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might be more effective and efficient than what was proposed. Also, we note that a Jurisdictional
Determination for the project site has not been submitted to the Army Corps of Engineers for
review. A Jurisdictional Determination is needed to properly analyze the project’s impacts and
assist in the consideration of any compensatory mitigation work that may be required for this
project. Lastly, we recommended that the technical construction plans for the shore-line bank
stabilization be completed and included in the Final EA. These areas of concern were not
sufficiently addressed in the EA.

In light of GOSR’s decision to complete a series of EAs for the LWTB project, as opposed to a
single comprehensive document, EPA suggested that future LWTB projects include an iterative
evaluation of cumulative impacts from past, present and future projects. While EPA recognizes
that the complete details of future LWTB projects are not yet available, we encouraged GOSR to
include general plan information to the greatest extent possible. The cumulative effects section of
the final EA still lacks a level of detail that we had hoped would have been included and did not
commit to an iterative process for future LWTB projects.

EPA does not believe that the EA currently provides sufficient information for GOSR to make a
finding of no significant impact (FONSI) determination. Additional documentation, as identified
above, is highly recommended to support a FONSI.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Hempstead Lake State Park Environmental
Assessment. Our comments on the EA contained in this letter are intended to help GOSR by
providing useful information that will ultimately inform local, state and federal
decision-making and review. Should you have any questions regarding the comments and
concerns detailed in this letter, please feel free to contact Stephanie Lamster of my staff at 212-
637-3465.

Sincerely,

.J/ L

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section
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Jacob

Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club, Inc.

AAFRILATED WITR NUY, - N.J. TrAIL CONFERENGE

www.nassauhiking.org

PO Box 037207

Elmont; NY 11003

October 17, 2018

Re: Public Notice 2142824901 Hempstedd Lake State Park: Response to the Environmental
Assessment and Negative Declaration

Thank you for the opportunity to prov ide comments on the Hempstead Lake State Park (HLSP)
Project. Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club, Inc. is a 500-member organization, offilicted with the NYNJ
Trail Conference. Our members, th_e|r friends and fomily members recreate in HLSP and care deeply
about its future. We enjoy hiking, birding, ¢ross country skiing, biking and picnicking in the park.

The HLSP Project Environmentai Assessment (EA) calls for the removal of about 2500 trees, a loss of
wetlands, and fragmentation caused by trails. 1t's difficult to understand how such a substontial loss
of green space supports a “No Significant Impact” finding, particutarly when open space i already so
inadequate in Nassau County. '

The tree removal that would take place dlong the dam is particularly risky and alarming. The
elimination of established trees from the dam wall could threaten the structural integrity of Long
Istand's only high hazard dam. According to a 1981 report by the US Army Corps of Ehgineers leaving
roots to decompose could compromise the intearity of the dam and lead to catastrophic flooding
downriver. Consequently and ironically, funds intended to mitigate flooding could actually
exacerbate it. Moreover, such tree removal would include healthy stands of native oak and cherry
trees, and can take place in March, when HLSP is a prime location for migratory birds and a breeding
ground for Great Horned Qwls;

In Hempstead Lake SEQRA part 2, GOSR acknowledges "Moderate to Large Impact” in construction
where depth to watertable is less than 3 feet; in dredging more'than 100 cubic yards of material from
a wetlands or a water body (2500 cubic yards); in construction within or adjoining a freshwater or
tidal wetland; in creating turbidity in a water body; in affecting water quality of dny weiter bodies
within or downstreéam of the site; in modifi cation of existing drainage patterns; in changing flood
warter flows that contribute to floodlng, and in repairing daimns. Regarding birds, the agency concedes
a Moderate to Large Impact in "substantial interference on nesting/breeding, foraging or
overwintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy the project site.” According to
Audubon's Important Bird Area (IBA) website, "‘Hempstead Lake is one of the most important sites on
Long Island for wintering waterfowl, with buildups beginning in late August and peahmg in the late
fall and winter.

Federal floodplain and wetionds lavws (Executive Orders 11988 and 11990) requiire that practical
alternatives be considered in order to avoid adverse impacts. In Appendix M of the HLSP EA, GOSR

10
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considered only a proposal with significant alterations and a net loss of 1.72 acres of wetlands, and a
no-action alternative, in their required 8-step process of wetlands analysis. The North Ponds wetland
habitat consists of valuable and rare shallow open water and mudflats that are used by an
abundance and diversity of shorebirds, wading birds and pottering ducks. Dredging and increasing
water capacity may flood the habitat and make it unusable by these at-risk species. Toying with
nature might provide much less suitable habitat. The expansion of trails and creation of viewing
points around the North Ponds would be unwarranted destruction of habitat and removal of native
vegetation that provides crucial food and shelter for birds, including bald eagles and great horned
owls. The North Ponds area is an oasis of wilderness in paved-over Nassau County. Further
fragmenting the woodlands and wetlands with trails and disturbing the area would not increase
access to nature nearly as much as it would eradicate nature. Likewise, any flood mitigation plan
should include a net gain of native trees and shrubs, not a catastrophic loss.

A floatables collector could make a significant positive difference, but the alternative of locating the
floatables collectors upstream where floatables enter the watershed has not been considered.

Regarding cleanup of contamination, GOSR should provide greater detail. According to the NYSDEC,
the more thorough the cleanup, the greater the cost, but the greater the environmental benefit. The
documents state that the most financially feasible cleanup is a limited one, yet GOSR has allocated
money for a multi-million dollar education center that does nothing to improve water quality or
mitigate flooding. Why is GOSR so determined to spend millions discussing the problem in an
education center instead of spending those funds on engineering solutions to flooding? Moreover,
there has been no consideration of repurposing an existing building somewhere else within the Mill
River watershed to serve as an education center, which would leave no additional footprint. In total,
additional trails, parking, and the education center would result in eight acres of impervious material.

One third ($35 million) of the funding for the Living with the Bay project LWTB to mitigate flooding
along the Mill River is targeted to be spent on HLSP. What happens at Hempstead Lake affects the
entire Mill River, but HLSP should not be considered a functionally independent project.
Segmentation is prohibited by SEQRA. Moreover, such enormity of impacts should meet SEQRA
criteria to require a thorough Environmental Impact Statement to assess the cumulative impacts of
HLSP on LWTB.

GOSR’s lack of communication with the public begs the question- Does Governor Cuomo seek and
value public input? Your legal notice was a bare legal minimum requirement. Neither your Citizens
Advisory Committee nor Seatuck were notified about this hearing, both of which could have further
spread the word. GOSR did not utilize its email list to notify the public. Your CAC has felt so unheard
that it drafted a Media Advisory and created an online petition at Change.org. None of this bodes
well for public confidence, but we are hopeful now for your thoughtful consideration.

For our environment,

Guy Jacob, Conservation Chair
Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club, Inc. Email: conservation@nassauhike.org

CC: The Honorable Todd D. Kaminsky, NYS Senator

e
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11/2/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Hempstead Lake State Park Tree Removal
Piazza-Bedner

Ginaballoons@aol.com <ginaballoons@aol.com>

Fri 11/2/2018 8:28 AM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,
| and my family are against the tree removal at Hempstead Lake State Park. We would like to see a environmental
impact study. We would like to know how many birds and animals you are displacing and killing by doing this. Have

all the residents of the surrounding communities been informed? Surely there must be a better solution.
Thank you

Regina Piazza-Bender
Sent from my iPhone

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Re: questions about HLSP dam

Price
Munafo, Laura (STORMRECOVERY)
Mon 10/15/2018 11:16 AM

To:Leslie Price, In Any Event NY <leslie@inanyeventny.com>;

Ccnyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.dr.er <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

Hi Leslie:

We are in a comment period for the HLSP EA, so | have added the EA email as the cc. GOSR will be collecting all comments
and providing responses.

Thanks,

Laura Munafo

On Oct 15, 2018, at 10:08 AM, Leslie Price, In Any Event NY <leslie@inanyeventny.com> wrote:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hi Laura,

I'm sure you've heard that there's been a lot of CAC concern about removing mature trees from the dam. | T
think the issue is less about saving trees on the dam and more about the follow up maintenance and

inspections. Does GOSR know what NYSP and HLSP have allocated to their annual budget for dam

maintenance and inspections? What steps will be taken, other than tree removal? Are chemicals being used

on the root systems? Is there a remediation plan for the dam after the trees are removed? Sharing that

detailed plan and budget with the CAC might alleviate concern. i

| know there are others on the CAC who are uncomfortable with the addition of the education center, walk
way and removal of the other trees/wetlands, but | believe (regardless of my opinion) that those issues are
debatable, whereas the dam is a matter of public safety.

Look forward to hearing from you. Thanks.

Leslie Price
in any event
customized, thoughtful, innovative

office 212.472.7751
mobile 917.570.3163
web inanyeventny.com

It's so much more than just one day. Cherish the journey.
recent press:

HARPER'S BAZAAR, The Top Wedding Planners in the World

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 1/2
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

HARPER'S BAZAAR, The Coolest Wedding of 2016

STYLE ME PRETTY, Best of 2015

CARATS & CAKE, Lindsay and Tony
THE KNOT, A Modern Country Wedding in Bridgehampton

BRIDES, Glamorous at The New York Public Library

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 2/2


http://www.harpersbazaar.com/wedding/photos/a19625/ann-brady-scott-kelce-new-years-wedding/
http://www.stylemepretty.com/2015/06/12/traditional-romantic-berkshire-wedding/
http://caratsandcake.com/lindsayandtony
https://www.theknot.com/real-weddings/a-modern-country-wedding-in-bridgehampton-ny-album
http://www.brides.com/story/glamorous-wedding-new-york-public-library-ira-lippke-studios

Rinn

COMMENT FORM
Hempstead Lake State Park

Public Hearing on the
Environmental Assessment
October 17, 2018
Please use this comment form to let us know your thoughts.
These _GOmmen}s%ill become part of the official record,

{ _
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Please leave this form with us today or submit any time during the” cornme
.October 22, 2018, to the contact noted below:

eriod, which .endson

Matt Accardi

Bureau of Envlronmentai Rewew and Assessment
Assistant General Counsel

New Yo rk State-Governor's Office of: Storm Recavery
25 BeaverStreet 5th Floor

New York, NY 10004

Additional comments may be recorded on the back.of this page {or you may attach additicnal materials).

! Governor's Office of
I Storim Recovery
]
:
i
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10/31/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Hempstead Lake State Park

Salembier

Vic <Vic@ElectricBatteryCo.com>

Tue 10/30/2018 4:26 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Hello,
| would like to state that | fully support the rebuilding of the Hempstead Lake State Park Dam. | have enjoyed this park with

my family numerous times and would like to see it maintained properly for many generations to come. My concerns for the
safety of the people living around (and in) the park is in jeopardy and should not be taken lightly. Please move forward with
these important projects not only for the future of the park but the safety of the towns.

Thank you,

Victor Salembier

Nassau County Resident

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Hempstead Lake State Park

Stein

marjorie stein <maggiepush@gmail.com>

Thu 10/18/2018 7:58 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

| am absolutely against the planned changes to our state park. It is a beautiful green space right now. We have wildlife there that would be
greatly impacted by the changes that are planned. We now have bird watcher groups viewing some rare species on occasion. We also have
bats there which are beneficial to our environment. There is nothing to gain for the neighboring community by removing two thousand trees.
Its a crazy plan. The army corps of engineers does not agree with changes. We need natural greenspace not another paved over amusement
park.

I hope you will not go ahead with this.
Marjorie Stein

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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Stilwell

United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
3817 Luker Road
Cortland, New York 13045

November 2, 2018

Matthew Accardi

Bureau of Environmental Review and Assessment
Assistant General Counsel

Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery

25 Beaver Street, 5th Floor

New York, NY 10004

Dear Mr. Accardi:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed the New York State Governor’s Office of
Storm Recovery’s (GOSR) Environmental Assessment (EA) entitled, “Hempstead Lake State
Park,” dated October 5, 2018, and the accompanying Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).
The EA was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA; 42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.) by the GOSR as a federal representative under the regulations of the U.S. Housing
and Urban Development agency.

Our comments are submitted in accordance with provisions of the NEPA (83 Stat. 852; 42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.), the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (54 Stat. 250, as amended, 16 U.S.C.
668a-d), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 703 ef seq.), and
the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.).

The Service’s trust resources are natural resources we have been entrusted to protect for the
benefit of the American people. Within the Hempstead Lake Park project area, these resources
include species listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA, migratory birds, inter-
jurisdictional fish, and the habitats used by these species. The Service has jurisdiction over a
broad range of fish and wildlife resources. As noted above, the Service’s authorities are codified
under multiple statutes that address management and conservation of natural resources from
many perspectives, including, but not limited to, the effects of land, water, and energy
development on fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats. The types of resources for which the
Service is authorized to recommend mitigation also include those that contribute broadly to
ecological functions that sustain species. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 CFR 320.4)
codifies the significance of wetlands and other waters of the United States as important public
resources for their habitat value, among other functions.
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Project Description

In June 2013, the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) initiated
Rebuild by Design (RBD), a competition to respond to Hurricane Sandy’s devastation in the
northeast region of the United States and promote a design-led approach to proactive planning
for long-term resilience and climate change adaptation (Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery
2018). In 2014, the HUD announced that the Nassau County Living with the Bay Project was
one of the selected projects of which the Hempstead Lake State Park project is a component
(Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery 2018).

The Hempstead Lake State Park project consists of four (4) components intended to improve
stormwater management, enhance natural ecosystems, provide connectivity among diverse
populations, enhance safety, and promote education programs at the Park. The Proposed Project
components are as follows: “Dams, Gatehouse, and Bridges;” “Northwest and Northeast
Ponds;” “Environmental Education and Resiliency Center;” and “Greenways, Gateways, and
Waterfront Access.”

® The Dams, Gatehouses, and Bridges component would restore the operation of the dams
and associated water flow control infrastructure within the Park to improve stormwater
management, include dam improvements to meet current regulatory standards, gatehouse
repairs, and installation of pedestrian bridges over park waterways.

® The Northwest (NW) and Northeast (NE) Ponds component would involve the
installation of floatables catchers and sediment basins at pond inlets, as well as creation
of stormwater filtering wetlands and dredging of the ponds to remove debris, improve
water quality, and increase impoundment capacity.

e The Environmental Education and Resiliency Center component would comprise
construction of a new, two-story, approximately 8,000-square-feet building west of
Lakeside Drive. The focus of the Education and Resiliency Center would be on
environmental stewardship and climate change adaptation resiliency.

e The Greenways, Trails, Gateways, and Waterfront Access component would comprise
expansion and improvement to the existing path system within the park, including

connection points to the surrounding neighborhoods, as well as installation of observation
areas, piers, and kayak launches along Hempstead Lake.

COMMENTS ON THE EA

Endangered Species

The EA describes the time of year restrictions that would be undertaken to avoid impacts to the
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis; threatened) maternity roosts, due to the presence
of suitable maternity habitat. Above and beyond that, section 7(a)(l) of the ESA requires all
federal agencies to utilize their authorities, in consultation with the Service, to develop and carry
out programs to conserve all species listed under the ESA. Additionally, section 2(c)(1) of the
ESA declares that all federal agencies shall utilize their authorities to further the purposes of

2



ESA. The purpose of the ESA is to protect and recover threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend. To avoid future Project delays, the Service
recommends coordination with the Service to fulfill this important conservation'mandate.
Whenever possible, HUD should adopt a strategy of incorporating the habitat needs of the
northern-long eared bat into the design of any alternative considered. In the case of this project,
this may include establishing surveys and protocols to forest management which protect trees
that meet the criteria for maternity roost habitat and continuing to plan any clearing activities
outside the maternity roosting season.

The Service is evaluating the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), tri-colored bat (Perimyotis
subflavus; New York State Department of Environmental Conservation species of concern), the
monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus), and the yellow-banded bumble bee (Bombus terricola) to
determine if listing under the ESA is warranted. These four species may be present in the
Hempstead Lake State Park project area. Species being evaluated for listing do not receive any
substantive or procedural protection under the ESA, and the Service has not yet determined if
listing of any of these three species is warranted. However, the HUD and the GOSR should be
aware that these species are being evaluated for possible listing and may wish to include them in
field surveys and/or impact assessments, particularly for projects with long-term planning
horizons and/or long operational lives. Despite the current status of these species (i.e., non-
listed) each of these species is in decline range-wide for the East Coast.

Migratory Birds

We recommend that the EA include information on wintering waterfowl and waterbird use of the
individual ponds and how the construction activities and final design and water-level
management would impact the distribution and use of the ponds by these species.

The EA states that an Operations and Management Plan would be developed to avoid negative
impacts of water level management on waterfowl and waterbirds. However, it does not appear
that this plan, which would be critical to mitigating impacts to these species, is part of the
proposed action. The EA should discuss this and indicate whether this plan will be prepared in
conjunction with the Hempstead Lake State Park project and made available for public and
agency review.

The EA notes that tree cutting would be limited from November 1 - March 31 to avoid impacts
to bats and migratory birds. We appreciate this restriction for the benefit of these species.

Please note that this time of year restriction does not cover the time of the year that great-horned
owls (Bubo virginianus) or other raptors nest. We encourage consideration of measures to avoid
destruction of active nests of these species during any tree removal or planting activities.

The EA also states that waterfowl and waterbird use of the NW and NE ponds may be impacted
by increased human disturbance related to reduced buffer distances and increased human activity
along trails. The EA states that additional native planting could be used to help offset these
impacts by creating a visual buffer, but it is not clear whether or not this will be implemented.
We recommend that the HUD and the GOSR clarify this in the EA.
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Fish

The EA acknowledges that management of water levels in the NW and NE ponds could have
negative impacts on spawning fish (and nesting and foraging birds) and proposes the
development of an Operations and Management Plan to avoid negative impacts. However, it
does not appear that this plan, which would be critical to mitigating impacts to these species, is
part of the proposed action. The EA should discuss this and indicate whether this plan will be
prepared in conjunction with the Hempstead Lake State Park project and made available for
public and agency review. We recommend that the GOSR also evaluate the impacts that
sediment dredging and loss of open water habitat may have on fish use at the site.

Wetlands and Forested Areas

We encourage the GOSR to provide a clearer accounting of habitat area impacted by the project
elements. Currently, the EA includes a mixture of narratives and tables with calculations and
tabulations of the area of habitats impacted, and post-construction net habitat areas. A more
consistent use of tables and the incorporation of additional maps indicating the location of
impacts and mitigation may be helpful for the reader to assess the project. Additionally, there is
information, particularly as it pertains to project impacts and mitigation, provided in the table
entitled “Compliance with 24 CFR §§ 58.5 and 58.6 Laws and Authorities™ starting on page 59,
that may be more accessible to the reader if it was incorporated into the EA narrative.

The EA states that approximately 1,203 trees would be removed for wetland enhancement
activities at the NW and NE ponds, and that approximately six discontiguous acres of
replacement trees would be planted around the two ponds. We recommend that the EA provide
more information about the location of these plantings, the anticipated number of trees, and the
species of trees that would be planted.

The EA indicates that over 2,500 trees will be removed as part of the project construction, mostly
in relation to dam work and maintenance. The EA states that the percentage of forested habitat
this represents is small relative to what exists throughout the park. Without additional maps or
more detailed information regarding the location and distribution of tree removal, it is difficult to
assess the habitat value of these trees or how removal may impact plant and wildlife species. We
recommend that the EA provide more information about the location, size, and species of trees
being removed and provide a description of the plant and wildlife species that would be impacted
from the loss of forested habitat around the ponds.

In most cases, the EA indicates that mitigation for the loss of trees will be in the form of native
flowering plants and shrubs. We recommend that the EA assess the relative value of existing
and proposed mitigation habitat to wildlife to ensure that any potential losses are sufficiently
offset.

The EA includes the construction of an observation pavilion, kayak launch, and education center
on the western side of Hempstead Lake, as well as the expansion or creation of new trails. The
EA should describe the direct and indirect impacts of these structures on existing plants and
wildlife use of these areas and the strategy taken to reduce or minimize habitat fragmentation or
loss.

11
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The EA proposes that 32,000 cubic yards of upland soil will be excavated to provide clean fill
for emergent wetland creation in the NE pond. We recommend that the EA include results of

contaminant analyses from excavated soils and the potential impacts of reusing these sediments
in wetland creation.

Considering that the proposed plan seeks to enhance human use and appreciation of the park and
its plants and wildlife, we recommend that the EA develop a monitoring and maintenance plan
for the wetland and native grass projects, and for control of invasive species to ensure the long-
term success of these proposed activities. Otherwise, this objective may not be met as the public
investment in environmental education and infrastructure is lessened in value.

The EA acknowledges that there would be an increase in eight acres of impervious surface as a
result of the proposed project, and proposes some mitigation of runoff through the use of
bioswales or by diverting water through vegetated areas. However, the EA does not address how
the increase in impervious surface would change the character of the watershed and or its
impacts to habitats, plants, and wildlife. We encourage the GOSR to incorporate this
information into the EA.

It is not clear in Table 4, Summary of Changes at Northeast Pond (page 17), and Table 5,
Summary of Changes of Northwest Pond (page 19), how the “post-construction proposed area”
for each wetland type was calculated. The “post-construction proposed areas” in the tables do
not appear to be reflective of the existing areas and changes also provided in the table. We
recommend that the EA include additional information as to how these values were derived. If
the numbers in the table are incorrect, as the calculations for emergent wetland pre- and post-
construction values seem to indicate, we recommend that the GOSR provide updated tables.
Additionally, we recommend providing more information about how temporary wetland impacts
are factored into this analysis, and how they will be restored.

The EA proposes impacts to open-water, scrub-shrub, emergent, and forested wetlands, resulting
in a net loss of 1.72 acres of wetlands. Some mitigation is proposed in the form of emergent
wetlands, however, no in-kind mitigation is proposed for other wetland types. The proposed
mitigation was deemed sufficient as the GOSR’s functional wetland assessment concluded that
the project would increase wetland quality and function. The New York Department of
Environmental Conservation’s “Freshwater Wetlands Regulation Guidelines on Compensatory
Mitigation,” notes that “It is very often necessary to replace more acreage than has been
impacted to fully compensate for losses. Larger acreage may be needed as insurance against the
uncertainties associated with trying to create a new wetland. Higher replacement ratios may
also be needed to compensate for the long time it will take for a mitigation wetland to function at
the same level and provide the benefits of the wetland being replaced” (New York Department of
Environmental Conservation 1993). We recommend that the GOSR clarify in the EA how
temporal losses in wetland function were evaluated in the wetland functional assessment and in
the determination of wetland mitigation acres.

The EA indicates that a new wetland trail would be constructed between NW and NE Ponds. We
recommend that the trail be positioned to have the least impact on habitat fragmentation in order
to reduce the impact on the existing habitat and species use.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the EA and the FONSI. If you have any questions
or require further assistance please have your staff contact Steve Papa or Kerri Dikun of the
Long Island Field Office at 631-286-0485, extension 2120.

Sincerely,

David A. Stilwell
Field Supervisor

References
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 1993. Freshwater Wetlands
Regulation Guidelines on Compensatory Mitigation. Accessible online at:

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/wetlmit.pdf.

New York State Governor’s Office of Storm Recovery. 2018. Hempstead Lake State Park,
Environmental Assessment. New York, NY. 100 pp.



11/5/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Reference #2142824901 question

Valle

David Valle <dalmatian_94@yahoo.com>

Fri 11/2/2018 10:25 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Hello, I'm inquiring what the Governor's Office has to say on updates about the HLSP project.

They may be aware there's a still active petition with gaining signatures that it's been refiled for exceeding signatures. | hope this is something
that's being taken seriously into the project's consideration.

Look forward to your response,

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled
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Weiner

South Shore Audubon Society Comments on the Hempstead Lake State Park Project
Environmental Assessment, Public Notice 2142824901

On behalf of the South Shore Audubon Society, thank you for the opportunity to provide
comments on the Hempstead Lake State Park Project, Public Notice 2142824901. We are a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and a local chapter of the National Audubon Society, and we
represent approximately 1300 households in southern Nassau County. The mission of the South
Shore Audubon Society is to promote environmental education; conduct research pertaining to
local bird populations, wildlife, and habitat; and to preserve and restore our environment,
through responsible activism, for the benefit of people and wildlife.

The Environmental Assessment (EA) of the Hempstead Lake State Park (HLSP) Project, and the
response from the Governor's Office of Storm Recovery (GOSR) to questions from the Citizens
Advisory Committee (CAC), describe the removal of 2550-2850 trees, a loss of wetlands, and
fragmentation by trails. These plans do not support the finding of "No Significant Impact." The
removal of trees from the dams, according to a report by the US Army Corps of Engineers, will
leave roots to decompose, potentially compromising the integrity of the dams and leading to
catastrophic flooding downriver. In addition, the tree removal will include healthy stands of
native oak and cherry trees, and can take place in March, when HLSP is a hot spot for migratory
birds and breeding grounds for Great Horned Owls.

The HLSP project, by its magnitude, meets the criteria of the State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQRA) to require a thorough Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). In the
document Hempstead Lake SEQRA part 2, GOSR admits to "Moderate to Large Impact" in
construction where depth to water table is less than 3 feet; in dredging more than 100 cubic yards
of material from a wetlands or water body (2500 cubic yards); in construction within or
adjoining a freshwater or tidal wetland; in creating turbidity in a water body; in affecting water
quality of any water bodies within or downstream of the site; in modification of existing drainage
patterns; in changing floodwater flows that contribute to flooding; and in repairing dams.
Regarding birds, GOSR admits to Moderate to Large Impact in "substantial interference on
nesting/breeding, foraging or overwintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy the
project site."

According to Audubon's Important Bird Area (IBA) website, "Hempstead Lake is one of the
most important sites on Long Island for wintering waterfowl, with buildups beginning in late
August and peaking in the late fall and winter. At peak times, the numbers run into the many
thousands with the following species present: Gadwall, American Wigeon, American Black
Duck, Mallard, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Canvasback, Lesser
Scaup, Common Merganser, Hooded Merganser, and Ruddy Duck. Of these, the most numerous
are the American Black Duck, Mallard, and Lesser Scaup. While the American Black Ducks and
Mallards move in and out all day, the Lesser Scaup (which in some years have totaled several
thousand) stay on the lake continuously. This is also one of the most important sites for migrant
land birds on Long Island. A normal day reveals 50-75 species of birds during a leisurely
morning stroll. In addition, approximately 17 species of shorebirds have been observed foraging
at the north end of the lake when water levels go down. Large numbers of Common Terns and
some Forster's Terns use the area as a feeding and bathing site in late summer."



svandyke
Line

svandyke
Line

svandyke
Typewritten Text
Weiner

svandyke
Typewritten Text
1

svandyke
Typewritten Text
2


Federal floodplain and wetlands laws (Executive Orders 11988 and 11990) require that practical
alternatives be considered in order to avoid adverse impacts. In Appendix M of the HLSP EA,
GOSR considered only a proposal with significant alterations and a net loss of 1.72 acres of
wetlands, and a no-action alternative, in their required 8-step process of wetlands analysis. As we
have repeatedly commented in letters to GOSR, the North Ponds currently provide valuable and
rare wetland habitat of shallow open water and mudflats that are used by an abundance and
diversity of shorebirds, wading birds, and dabbling ducks. Dredging and increasing water
capacity may flood the habitat and make it unusable by these at-risk species. There is no
guarantee that the new wetlands will provide suitable habitat. The expansion of trails and
creation of viewing points around the North Ponds is gratuitous destruction of habitat and
removal of native vegetation that provides crucial food and shelter for birds, including Bald
Eagles and Great Horned Owls. The North Ponds area is one of the last wild areas of Nassau
County, and as much as possible, should be preserved as such. Further fragmenting the
woodlands and wetlands with trails and disturbing the area with recreational traffic defeats the
purpose of increasing access to nature by removing nature from the equation.

GOSR’s response, in a letter to the CAC in October 2018, inadequately states that the floatables
collector will improve water quality. First, floatables collectors do not address the issue of
flooding and disturbing valuable habitat. Second, the alternative of locating the floatables
collectors upstream where floatables enter the watershed is not considered. GOSR cites
bureaucracy as the reason, but it is insanity to spend taxpayers’ money to clean up what should
be prevented at its source; moreover, floatables collectors will not catch microplastics and other
toxins that enter the watershed with the floatables. And in storm events, large volumes of water
will overtop the collectors, the floatables with them. We need a thorough EIS to assess
alternative solutions that minimize adverse impacts.

Regarding cleanup of contamination, GOSR is short on details. From documents provided by the
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, we know that the more thorough the cleanup,
the greater the cost, but the greater the environmental benefit. The documents state that the most
financially feasible cleanup is a limited one, yet GOSR has allocated money for a multi-million
dollar Education Center and a kayak launch that do nothing to improve water quality or mitigate
flooding. GOSR has not considered repurposing an existing building to serve as an Education
Center, which would have the benefit of leaving no additional footprint. In total, additional trails,
parking, and the Education Center will result in 8 acres of impervious material.

One third ($35 million) of the funding for the Living with the Bay project to mitigate flooding
along the Mill River is being spent on HLSP, yet HLSP lies outside the flood zone. Of course,
what happens at Hempstead Lake affects the entire Mill River, but then GOSR claims that HLSP
is a functionally independent project and admits to segmentation of HLSP from LWTB.
Segmentation is prohibited by SEQRA. We need a thorough EIS to assess the cumulative
impacts of HLSP on LWTB.

We hope that GOSR will take our comments and those of the CAC for LWTB into
consideration. Failure to prepare an EIS will result in backlash from the community and a loss of
confidence in the Governor’s Office. The public perception will be that GOSR does not care
about preserving our environment for the benefit of wildlife and people. South Shore Audubon
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Society would welcome the opportunity to work further with GOSR to protect our flagship
birding site, one of the last and largest areas of open space in Nassau County, and a NY State
IBA.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Brien Weiner, Vice-President and Conservation Co-Chair, South Shore Audubon Society

Kathryn Heintz, Executive Director, New York City Audubon



10/31/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Public Notice 2142824901 South Shore Audubon Society Comments

) ) ) ) ) Weiner
Brien Weiner <brien.weiner@gmail.com>

Mon 10/29/2018 5:45 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

@ 1attachments (16 KB)
HLSP EA and Neg Dec Comments.docx;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Dear Sir or Madam,

Attached are comments by the South Shore Audubon Society, also signed by New York City Audubon, on the Hempstead Lake State Park
Project. Thank you for considering our comments.

Sincerely,
Brien Weiner
Vice-President

Conservation Co-Chair
South Shore Audubon Society

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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10/29/2018 Mail - nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org

Untitled
Wood

D Wood <dwoodbury321@gmail.com>

Sun 10/28/2018 4:24 PM

To:nyshcr.sm.nyscdbg.drer <nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org>;

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

| read the news regarding the project to remove trees in Hemplstead Lake State Park and as a longtime Rockville Centre resident, | am seeking

more information.
1. "The project seeks to restore the 521-acre park’s northwest and northeast ponds and to create new areas for

treating storm-water runoff and collecting pollutants." Q: Is there a concern currently with storm-water runoft?

2. "Other renovations include improvements to Hempstead Lake’s dam" Q: Is there a concern currently with said
dam?

3. Regarding the 2500 tree removal "GOSR published an environmental assessment document on Oct. 5 that
determined that the project would have no significant impact." Q: Please describe the insignificance. To CO2 1
levels? To animal and plant life? What is the total number of trees that will remain?

4. Was a full environmental impact study completed? If not, why not? I 2
The audition society, Nassau Hiking and Outdoor Club and Senator Kaminsky all expressed concerns. |

live within .2 miles of the park and my family enjoy it weekly. We do not wish to displace birds, raccoons, and
other wildlife that is so close by. We do not have severe flooding anywhere near the park. Is there no way to

secure the dam without sacrificing 2500 trees?

Regards,

Denise Woodbury

54 Royal Court

Rockville Centre NY 11570

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/nyscdbg_dr_er@nyshcr.org/?offline=disabled 11
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